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Glossary

Defined Term

Definition

Additional Mitigation

Also referred to as secondary mitigation which is defined by
Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA)
as: Actions that will require further activity in order to achieve
the anticipated outcome. These may be imposed as part of the
planning consent, or through inclusion in the Onshore EIA
Report (sic).

Bowdun Offshore Wind
Farm Limited

A Special-Purpose Vehicle (SPV) (legal entity) for the purpose
of developing the Project.

Cumulative Effects

The effects of the Proposed Development assessed together
with effects from one or more different projects on the same
receptor/resource.

Effect

Term used to express the consequence of an impact i.e. the
result of change or changes on specific environmental
resources or receptors. The significance of an effect is
determined by correlating the magnitude of the impact with
the importance, or sensitivity of the receptor or resource in
accordance with defined significance criteria.

Embedded Mitigation

Measures that are adopted as part of the Proposed
Development and therefore assessed within the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA). The proposed approach for the EIA
for the Proposed Development is that embedded mitigation
includes both primary mitigation and tertiary mitigation. These
are defined by the Institute of Environmental Management and
Assessment (IEMA) as follows:

Primary: Modifications to the location or design of the
development made during the pre-application phase that are
an inherent part of the project, and do not require additional
action to be taken.

Tertiary: Actions that would occur with or without input from
the EIA feeding into the design process. These include actions
that will be undertaken to meet other existing legislative
requirements, or actions that are considered to be standard
practices used to manage commonly occurring environmental
effects.

Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA)

Assessment of the potential likely significant effects of the
Proposed Development on the physical, biological, and human
environment during construction, operation and maintenance
and decommissioning.

Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA)
Report

Document prepared to comply with The Town and
Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 in order to provide
information on:

e the baseline environment;

e project description for the Proposed Development;

e a systematic assessment of the Proposed
Development's likely significant environmental effects;

TWP-BOW-JCB-CON-RPT-00001 Page i
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Defined Term

Definition

e measures to avoid, prevent, reduce or offset likely
significant adverse environmental effects;
e a description of the reasonable alternatives studied by
the Applicant; and
a non-technical summary.

Impact

A change caused by an action that occurs during a project’s
lifetime.

Intertidal Area

The area between Mean High Water Springs (MHWS) and Mean
Low Water Springs (MLWS).

Landfall

The area in which the offshore export cables make landfall and
is also the transitional area between the Offshore Transmission
Assets and the Onshore Transmission Assets. Located in the
intertidal area (see definition above) at Benholm Bay.

Matters Specified in
Conditions (MSC)

This would be a second stage application, following on from
the grant of Planning Permission in Principle (PPP). The PPP
would be granted with a number of conditions which would
refer to detailed aspects of the proposed development which
require approval from Aberdeenshire Council prior to the
commencement of development. This stage is where aspects
such as the design of the substation, precise cable route and
provision/securing of mitigation would be set out.

Mitigation

Measures to avoid, prevent, reduce or control effects on the
environment. See also definitions for Embedded Mitigation and
Additional Mitigation.

National Grid

The national electricity transmission network.

Onshore Environmental
Impact Assessment
(EIA) Report (hereafter,
‘Onshore EIA Report’)

Document prepared to report the findings of the EIA for the
Proposed Development and produced in accordance with the
EIA Regulations. An Onshore EIA will be submitted to support
the Onshore Application for the Proposed Development.

Onshore Export Cable

The cables (220/275 kV) that transfer electricity from Landfall
to the Substation.

Onshore Export Cable
Corridor

The area landward of MLWS to the Substation within which the
Onshore Export Cables will be installed and forms part of the
PPP Application Boundary.

Onshore Scoping
Report

Document prepared to comply with The Town and Country
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland)
Regulations 2017 in order to provide information on the
potential impacts of the Onshore Transmission Assets.

Planning Permission in
Principle (PPP)

An application for Planning Permission in Principle is a type of
planning application that allows for a proposal to be assessed
without the detailed design information being provided (for
example the final layout, design or finish of any buildings). It is
granted subject to a condition(s) that certain matters have to
be approved by the planning authority development can
commence. Planning Permission in Principle does not actually
allow for development to commence, but rather that the
principle of that development is accepted by the planning
authority.
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Defined Term

Definition

Planning Permission in
Principle (PPP)
Application Boundary

The red line boundary representing the extent of the planning
permission in principle application.

Pre-Application
Consultation (PAC)

Statutory pre application consultation with communities and
stakeholders with regard to the consent applications for the
Project.

Project (the)

An overarching term for the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm
(Bowdun OWF) comprising the offshore and onshore
infrastructure required to generate and transmit electricity
from the Array Area to the onshore Grid Connection Point
(GCP). The Project includes the Offshore Generation Assets, the
Offshore Transmission Assets and the Onshore Transmission
Assets.

Project Design
Envelope (PDE)

A description of the range of possible elements that make up
the design options for the Proposed Development under
consideration when the exact engineering parameters are not
yet known.

Proposed Development

Term used to define the Onshore Infrastructure associated
with the Project landward of MLWS for which PPP is being
sought. Further details of the parameters are included in the
Onshore EIA Report, Volume 1, Chapter 2: The Proposed
Development.

Scoping Opinion

A document produced by Aberdeenshire Council, supported
with feedback and advice from consultees, which details what
is expected to be included in the Onshore EIA Report and what
can be scoped out of the EIA process.

Substation Site

The total area proposed (~19 hectares) for construction of the
Substation Switchyard.

Substation Switchyard

The area proposed (~10 hectares) where the Substation
equipment will be housed that is required to transform voltage
from low to high by means of electrical transformers.

Thistle Wind Partners
(TWP)

The Joint Venture (JV) of DEME Concessions, Qair Marine, and
Aspiravi International that have partnered to develop the
Proposed Development.

Transition Joint Bay
(TJB)

Used to connect the Offshore Export Cables with the Onshore
Export Cables. These are typically concrete lined and are
located above MHWS.

400 kV Cable Corridor

The 400 kV Cable Corridor will house the cabling required for
the onward transmission from the Substation to the proposed
SSEN-T Hurlie Substation.

Acronyms
Acronyms Definitions
AIL Abnormal Indivisible Load
BOWFL Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm Limited
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Acronyms Definitions

CLP Construction Logistic Plan

CTMP Construction Traffic Management Plan

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report
EMF Electro Magnetic Fields

GCP Grid Connection Point

HDD Horizontal Directional Drilling

HGV heavy goods vehicles

MD-LOT Marine Directorate Licensing Operations Team
MLWS Mean Low Water Spring

NESO National Energy System Operator

NGESO National Grid Energy System Operator

NPF4 National Planning Framework 4

OLA Options Lease Agreement

OWF Offshore Wind Farm

PAC Pre-application Consultation

PoAN Proposal of Application Notice

PPP Planning Permission in Principle

SSEN Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
SSEN-T Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks Transmission
SPV Special Purpose Vehicle

STEM Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
TJB Transition Joint Bay

TWP Thistle Wind Partners Limited

UK United Kingdom
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1 Introduction

1.1.1 This Pre-application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared to support
an application for Planning Permission in Principle (PPP) for the onshore
transmission infrastructure associated with the proposed Bowdun Offshore
Wind Farm including formation of onshore landing point, laying of
underground cables, erection of substation, and associated works to
connect to the transmission grid (hereafter referred to as ‘the Proposed
Development’) at Haughs Bay, Benholm connecting to Fetteresso Forest,
Aberdeenshire.

1.1.2 The onshore and offshore elements of the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm (the
Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm as whole) is referred to as ‘the Project’
throughout the remainder of this PAC Report.

1.1.3 The Proposed Development relates to the onshore infrastructure of Bowdun
Offshore Wind Farm which is landward of Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS).
An application is therefore made to Aberdeenshire Council for the Proposed
Development under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as
amended).

1.1.4 The offshore elements of the Project will be the subject of a separate
application to the Scottish Government Marine Directorate Licensing
Operations Team (MD-LOT). MD-LOT acts on behalf of Scottish Ministers.
The offshore application will be accompanied by a separate Environmental
Impact Assessment Report (EIAR).

115 This PAC Report provides information to demonstrate that Thistle Wind
Partners (TWP), the developer has met the statutory pre-application
consultation requirements and documents TWP’s comprehensive approach
to pre-application consultation. The PAC Report has followed the principles
of Aberdeenshire Council’s Planning Advice PA2023-15: SP=EED (Successful
Planning = Effective Engagement and Delivery) (September 2023).

1.1 Background

1.1.1 TWP is a Joint Venture (JV) founded in 2020 between DEME Concessions,
Qair Marine and Aspiravi International. Together, the TWP partners have a
strong background in offshore renewable energy development and delivery,
and associated port developments. TWP established the Bowdun Offshore
Wind Farm Limited (BOWFL) as a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) for the
Project. TWP, is the development company for BOWFL and BOWFL is the
Applicant for the PPP application to Aberdeenshire Council for the Proposed
Development. BOWFL is also the Applicant for the offshore application owing
to seabed leasing and contracting requirements.

1.1.2 In 2020, Crown Estate Scotland (CES) launched the ScotWind leasing
process to facilitate the increase in offshore wind capacity to support the
Scottish Government’s 2045 Net Zero target. Following the ScotWind leasing
round in 2022, on entering into an Options Lease Agreement (OLA) with CES,
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the Applicant secured the rights to develop a commercial scale Offshore
Wind Farm (OWF) project in the E3 Plan Option Area as defined in the
Scottish Government’s Sectoral Marine Plan (SMP) for Offshore Wind Energy.
The Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm array is to be located approximately 38 km
from the Aberdeenshire coast at its closest point. The anticipated installed
capacity of the Project is up to 1008 megawatts (MW).

1.1.3 TWP has applied to connect the Project to the national electricity network
(the National Grid) which is owned and operated by Scottish and Southern
Electricity Networks (SSEN) Transmission in Aberdeenshire Council area.

1.1.4 In July 2022, National Grid Energy System Operator (NGESO) (now National
Energy System Operator (NESO)) published the Pathway to 2030 Holistic
Network Design (HND), which set out the approach to connecting 50
Gigawatts (GW) of offshore wind to the United Kingdom (UK) electricity
network and the first stage of the design and offshore wind grid connection
locations. In March 2024, NGESO (now NESO) published beyond 2030: A
national blueprint for a decarbonised energy system in Great Britain. This
indicated that the Bowdun OWF (‘SW_E3’) Grid Connection Point (GCP) will
be located at a proposed new substation, to be developed by SSEN, in the
Fetteresso Forest (referred to as ‘Hurlie Substation’).

1.2 Proposed Development

1.2.1 The report supports an application for PPP for the Proposed Development.
The Proposed Development is described in detail in the Onshore EIA Report,
Volume 1, Chapter 2: The Proposed Development. The Proposed
Development includes all infrastructure required comprising:

e Landfall and Transition Joint Bays (TJUBs) — This is the location in which
the Offshore Export Cables come ashore and are jointed to the
Onshore Export Cables within the TJBs.

e Onshore Export Cable Corridor — The area within which the Onshore
Export Cables will be located, this connects the Landfall and the
Substation site.

e The temporary ancillary onshore infrastructure required for the
construction phase of the Onshore Export Cable Corridor and
Substation site (such as construction compounds and access).

e Substation site — The proposed Substation switchyard area containing
the components for transforming the power supplied from the
Project, from 220/275 kV up to 400 kV and the surrounding area
required for including drainage and mitigation.

e 400 kV onshore Cable Corridor — The area within which the 400 kV
cables will be located providing the onward transmission to the grid,
which connects the Substation to the Hurlie Substation.

1.2.2  The Proposed Development will not include any overhead cabling, with all
transmission cables being buried.

TWP-BOW-JCB-CON-RPT-00001 Page 6
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1.2.3  The Applicant through the submission of the application for PPP seeks to
establish the principle of developing the onshore infrastructure within the
PPP application boundary. The detail of the Proposed Development would be
the subject of planning conditions to be addressed at approval of matters
specified in conditions stage. On this basis, a Project Design Envelope (PDE)
approach is adopted. This approach is common practice to assist with the
need for flexibility. Utilising the PDE approach provides flexibility in the
design of a project and allows for assessment of a likely maximum design
scenario to enable a robust assessment of the likely significant effects of
the Proposed Development in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).
Detailed plans will be prepared which will provide specific details on the
final design specifications of the various elements of the Proposed
Development. These details would be submitted by the Applicant to
Aberdeenshire Council as applications for approval of matters specified in
conditions.

1.2.4  The PPP application boundary includes the aforementioned infrastructure,
extending from MLWS at Benholm with the Landfall and including the
Onshore Export Cable Corridor which runs to a proposed Substation, with
an associated onward connection to the proposed Hurlie substation.

1.2.5 The Proposed Development is classified as a national development under
the provisions of National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4). Annex B of NPF4 —
National Developments Statements of Need, 3. ‘Strategic Renewable
Electricity Generation and Transmission Infrastructure’ includes the
following classification: ‘New and/or upgraded Infrastructure directly
supporting on and offshore high voltage electricity lines, cables and
interconnectors including converter stations, switching stations and
substations.’

1.3  Structure of this Report

1.3.1 Following this introductory section the PAC Report is structured as set out
below.

e Section 2 outlines the key requirements of the formal PAC process.

e Section 3 provides information on the stakeholder engagement and
consultation strategy for the Proposed Development.

e Section 4 outlines the informal consultation that was undertaken
prior to the formal PAC process.

e Section 5 details the community consultation undertaken by TWP
from the submission of the Proposal of Application Notice (POAN) and
demonstrates how statutory PAC requirements have been met.

e Section 6 provides the overall summary.

1.3.2  Annexes which provide evidence of the consultation documentation and
notification are contained in Section 7.

TWP-BOW-JCB-CON-RPT-00001 Page 7
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2 Legislation and Regulatory Framework

2.1.1 This section outlines the key requirements of the formal PAC process.
Subsequent sections provide details on how TWP have met and exceeded
these requirements.

2.1 Statutory Pre-Application Consultation Process

2.1.1 Statutory PAC requires to be carried out in line with the procedures set out
in Sections 35A, 35B, 35C, and 39 of the Town and Country Planning
(Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended) (hereafter referred to as the Planning Act)
and Part 2, Regulations 4 to 7B of the Town and Country Planning
(Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 (as
amended) (hereafter referred to as the DMR).

2.1.2  Scottish Government Planning Circular 3/2022 ‘Development Management
Procedure’ (hereafter referred to as Circular 3/2022) which describes and
provides guidance on the requirements contained in the DMR and the
relevant provisions of the Planning Act has been referred to in the
preparation of this PAC Report.

2.1.3 Circular 3/2022 states at paragraph 2.7 that the objective of PAC is to ‘provide
a process which enables communities to:

e be better informed about major and national development proposals;
and

e have an opportunity to contribute their views to prospective applicants
before a formal planning application is submitted to the planning
authority.’

2.1.4  Circular 3/2022 states further at paragraph 2.8 that:

‘In doing so, PAC can help to: improve the quality of planning applications;
address misunderstandings; highlight any issues which are particularly
important to the local community; and smooth the application process
itself and ultimately improve development outcomes.’

2.1.5  The key stages of the PAC process are:
o determining whether PAC is required;
e issuing a POAN to the planning authority;

e publishing newspaper notices at least 7 days in advance of public
events;

e carrying out statutorily required consultation activity:

o Holding a minimum of two physical public events regarding the
proposals; and

o Consulting relevant community councils;
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e carrying out any additional consultation activity beyond the statutory

minimum as required by the planning authority in its response to the
POAN;

e making the application to the planning authority no earlier than 12
weeks from when the PoOAN was issued to the planning authority, and
no later than 18 months from the issuing of the PoAN;

e submitting a report of PAC alongside any application for planning
permission.

2.1.6  The following sections provide further information on the key steps of the
statutory PAC process.

2.2 Determining whether PAC is Required

2.2.1 Unless an exemption applies, all applications for planning permission or for
planning permission in principle under Regulations 9, 10 or 11 of the DMR for
national and for major developments require PAC and will need to
demonstrate compliance with the legislative requirements for PAC. NPF4 and
the Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland)
Regulations 2009 (hereafter referred to as the Hierarchy Regulations) specify
what development is to be treated as national or major development.

2.2.2 NPF4 Annex B ‘National Developments Statements of Need’ describes
National Development 3 ‘Strategic Renewable Electricity Generation and
Transmission Infrastructure’ at page 104 of NPF4. The location for National
Development 3 is stated as ‘all Scotland’ The Proposed Development falls
within the classification: ‘New and/or upgraded infrastructure directly
supporting on and offshore high voltage electricity lines, cables and
interconnectors including converter stations, switching stations and
substations.” Development that falls within this category is described as
national development if it would otherwise have been considered major
development under the Hierarchy Regulations. Major developments are
described in the Hierarchy Regulations under Regulation 2(1) and the
Proposed Development falls under Category 9 ‘Other Development’ in the
Schedule of the Hierarchy Regulations and the area of the site is or exceeds
2 hectares. The Proposed Development is therefore classified as a national
development under the terms of NPF4 and the Hierarchy Regulations and as
such requires PAC to be undertaken.

2.3 Proposal of Application Notice

2.3.1 Section 35B of the Planning Act and Regulation 6 of the DMR confirm an
applicant is required to submit to the planning authority a POAN at least 12
weeks prior to the submission of an application for planning permission. The
PoAN should include the following information:

e a description in general terms of the development to be carried out;

e the postal address of the development site, if it has one;
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¢ a plan showing the outline of the site at which the development is to
be carried out and sufficient to identify the site;

e detail as to how the prospective applicant may be contacted and
corresponded with; and

e an account of what consultation the prospective applicant proposes
to undertake, including information as to when such consultation is
to take place, with whom and what form it will take. This should
include any steps in addition to the statutory minimum for
consultation.

2.3.2 A copy of the Proposed Development PoAN is provided in Annex A.

2.4 Newspaper Notices

2.4.1 Regulation 7 of the DMR outlines the requirements for publishing newspaper
notices of the two public events. Notices must be published at least seven
days prior to the event in a newspaper circulating in the locality of the
Proposed Development.

2.4.2 Notices must include:
e a description of, and the location of, the proposed development;

e details as to how (including by what electronic means) further
information may be obtained concerning the proposed development;

o the date and place of the public event;

e a statement explaining how, and by when, persons wishing to make
comments to the prospective applicant relating to the proposal may
do so; and

e a statement that comments made to the prospective applicant are
not representations to the planning authority and if the prospective
applicant submits an application there will be an opportunity to make
representations on that application to the planning authority.

2.4.3 Refer to Section 5.2 for more details and Annex B, for a copy of the notices
served for the Proposed Development.

2.5 Public Events

2.5.1 Regulation 7 of the DMR requires the prospective applicant to hold at least
two events for members of the public where they can make comments to
the prospective applicant on the proposals. At the final event the
prospective applicant is required to provide feedback to the public on the
views obtained through the PAC process. There must be at least 14 days
between the first and final event. Refer to Section 5 for further information
of the events held for the Proposed Development.
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2.6 Community Council Consultation

2.6.1 Regulation 7 of the DMR requires the prospective applicant to consult every
community council any part of whose area is within or adjoins the land where
the proposed development is situated and in doing so is to give a copy of
the PoAN to the community council. Refer to Table 5.2 for a list of the
community councils consulted for the Proposed Development.

2.7 PAC Report

2.71 Regulation 7B of the DMR outlines the required form and content of a PAC
Report:

‘(@) the dates on which, and places where, public events were held as
required in accordance with regulation 7(2),

(b) a description of —

(i) any additional consultation or notification required by the planning
authority in relation to the proposed application under section 35B(7)
of the Act,

(ii) any additional steps taken by the prospective applicant to consult
with members of the public as regards the proposed development,

(c) a list of bodies, groups and organisations who were consulted by the
prospective applicant,

(d) evidence as to how the prospective applicant carried out the activities
described under sub-paragraphs (a), (b), and (c),

(e) copies of—
(i) any materials sent to consultees,
(ii) any materials provided to those attending a public event, and
(iii) any visual presentation shown or displayed at a public event,
(f) photographs of any display boards or models at public events,

(g) confirmation as to whether consultees and attendees at public events
were informed that pre-application consultation does not remove the right
or the potential need to comment on the final application once it is made
to the planning authority,

(i) a summary of—
(i) the written responses to consultations, and
(ii) views raised at public events,

including an indication of the number of written responses received
and the number of persons who attended the public events,

(j) an explanation of how the prospective applicant took account of views
raised during the pre-application consultation process, and
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(k) an explanation of how members of the public were given feedback on the

prospective applicant’s consideration of the views raised during the pre-
application consultation process’

2.7.2  This PAC Report has been prepared to satisfy the above requirements.
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3 Stakeholder Engagement and Consultation Strategy

341 Engagement Approach

3.1.1 Throughout the pre-application stage, a significant volume of stakeholder
and public engagement has taken place, including formal, informal, statutory
and non-statutory platforms and mechanisms facilitating this engagement.
Details of this engagement are set out in the following sections. These
demonstrate that TWP has exceeded the minimum statutory consultation
requirements for the Proposed Development.

3.1.2  Consultation has taken place through a wide variety of traditional and
innovative approaches, including an online virtual exhibition hall, fixed venue
events, informational sessions at festivals, and supply chain engagement.

3.1.3 Feedback from stakeholder engagement events was gathered through a
combination of physical and digital channels, including questionnaires
completed at in-person events and responses submitted via an online
feedback form. All responses were collated into a single database to ensure
consistency and ease of analysis. The data was then systematically reviewed
and categorised into key themes, enabling a clear understanding of the most
frequently raised issues and priorities identified by the community. This
thematic analysis also allowed for the identification of emerging concerns
as the consultation progressed, helping to ensure that evolving stakeholder
perspectives were captured and addressed throughout the engagement
process. Importantly, this also facilitated ongoing feedback or the ability to
revisit issues with stakeholders at future events, demonstrating how areas
of interest had been taken into account.

Landowners Statutory Consultees
Aberdeenshire Council
35+ Scottish Environment Protection Agency

NatureScot

Historic Environmental Scotland
Transport Scotland

Scottish Water

landowners along the PPP
Application Boundary

Benholm and Johnshaven Community Council
Gourdon Community Council

Royal Burgh of Inverbervie Community Council
Arbuthnott Community Council

Catterline, Kinnef & Dunnottar Community Council

Stakeholder
Engagement

Other Relevant Bodies

Network Rail Mearns Community Council

Forestry Land Scotland Stonehaven and District Community Council
National Grid Feughside Community Council

RSPB Crathes, Drumoak & Durris Commmunity Council
Shell North Kincardine Community Council

Ineos St Cyrus Community Council

SC“W?’ s i} MPs, MSPs and
Scottish Gas Networks Local Councillors

General Public

3.1.4 The consultation has followed the principles of Aberdeenshire Council’s
Planning Advice PA2023-15: SP=EED (September 2023) and met the
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prescribed level of public and stakeholder engagement as outlined in the
criteria set out in this planning advice document:

e transparency and Integrity;
e co-ordination;

e information;

e appropriateness;

e responsiveness;

e inclusiveness; and

e monitoring and Evaluation.

3.2 Virtual Exhibition Hall

3.21 A multi-layer approach was taken whereby information was provided in-
person and could be accessed online in a virtual exhibition hall via the TWP’s
project website. This exhibition hall was set up for the informal events in
2024 as well as for the formal PAC events in 2025. This platform had the
same information available as displayed at the physical events, so that
people who were unable to or did not want to attend in person could access
the same content. This was accessible in its various forms (content was
updated for every set of events) at the project website at
www.thistlewindpartners.scot/bowdun/virtual-room/. An image of the virtual

exhibition hall is shown in Figure 3.1.

Figure 3.1: Virtual Exhibition Hall October 2025
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4 Informal Consultation

4.1 Introduction

4.1.1 Prior to undertaking the formal PAC process which commenced with the
submission of the PoAN to Aberdeenshire Council, TWP undertook non-
statutory community consultation and engaged with Aberdeenshire Council
and other key stakeholders to introduce the Proposed Development, build
relationships, inform the site selection and EIA process, and seek
recommendations on further engagement activity.

4.1.2 Initial consultation involved making contact with local community groups
with an interest in the Project. The purpose of these meetings was to discuss
methods on effective engagement with the community, potential issues of
interest, and to establish a clear line of contact with these groups.

41.3 TWP have attended a number of local community events to engage members
of the public including Stonehaven’s Feein’ Market in 2023, 2024 and 2025,
the Harbour Festival in 2024 and the Gourdon Party in the Park 2025. Several
events also formed part of TWP’s Science, Technology, Education, and
Mathematics (STEM) outreach program. TWP also engaged with local
community councils. The purpose of this activities and engagement was to
continue to raise awareness of the Proposed Development and provide
regular updates to the public regarding progress.

41.4  TWP engaged in Aberdeenshire Council’s pre-application advice service. A
pre-application meeting with Aberdeenshire Council was held in March 2024.
This aimed to introduce the Project (and Proposed Development) to the
Council and provide key programme dates along with a high-level overview
of the Project description and planning approach. Following the pre-
application consultation meeting, a round table meeting with selected
consultees was held on 6 June 2024 and advice from a number of topic
specialists and consultees was provided. Aberdeenshire Council provided
written response on 25 July 2024. This outlined feedback and information
from the Council Planning service and a number of consultees. The response
has been taken into account in the preparation of the PPP application and
EIA.

4.2 Public Information Days

4.21 A series of in-person public information days were held to inform the local
community about the Proposed Development. The consultation events were
held across three days in three locations on the dates shown in Table 41
below. Members of the Project team were available to answer questions from
the public. The information provided at the events was replicated on the
online virtual exhibition. The brochure which was made available at the
events is provided in Annex E. The exhibition featured a series of boards
displaying project information including the following:

e description of the Project and the onshore infrastructure;
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o overview of the developer and Scotwind;

e outline of TWP’s approach to Supply Chain;

THISTLE
WIND
PARTNERS

e outline of TWP’s approach to community benefits and STEM resources
and opportunities;

e map with the EIA scoping boundary which also highlighted the
constraints and other factors affecting the onshore cable route; and

e overview of the development process in the key development areas
(landfall, cable corridor and substation site).

Table 4.1: 2024 Public Information Days

Date

Time

Venue

28 October 2024

1.30pm to 6.30pm

Drumlithie Village Hall

29 October 2024

1.30pm to 6.30pm

Gourdon Public Hall

30 October 2024

Tpm to 6pm

Stonehaven Town Hall

4.2.2 Paper and online copies of feedback questionnaires were provided for
attendees to provide feedback.

4.2.3 All attendees were offered the opportunity to leave their email contact
details in order to receive updates on the Project’s progress and be made
aware of future events.

4.3 Wider Engagement

4.3.1 The Applicant is committed to maximising the benefit of the Project through
supply chain development, provision of STEM resources and opportunities,
and supporting local initiatives.
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5 Formal PAC

5.1.1 This section details the community consultation undertaken by TWP from
the submission of the PoAN and demonstrates how statutory PAC
requirements have been met.

5.1 Proposal of Application Notice

5.1.1 The PoAN and location plan identifying the location of the proposals was
submitted to Aberdeenshire Council on 16 July 2025. This included a general
description of the proposed development, the proposed form of
consultation, and dates and venues of proposed consultation events. A copy
of the PoAN and location plan is provided in Annex A.

5.1.2  Aberdeenshire Council acknowledged receipt of the POAN in correspondence
dated 14 August 2025. Aberdeenshire Council did not request any additional
notification or consultation.

5.1.3 The PoAN identified events to take place on the dates and locations shown
in Table 5.1.

Table 5.1: Pre-application Consultation Events

Date Venue and Time Event
21 August 2025 |Johnshaven Village Hall (2:00pm to 7:00pm) [PAC 1 public event - Day 1
22 August 2025|Drumlithie Bowling Club (2:00pm to 7:00pm) [PAC 1 public event — Day 2

02 October Johnshaven Village Hall (2:00pm to 7:00pm) |PAC 2 public event — Day 1
2025
03 October Drumlithie Bowling Club (2:00pm to 7:00pm) |PAC 2 public event — Day 2
2025

5.1.4  The PoAN was sent to the community councils and elected representatives
listed in Table 5.2 below. A copy of a sample letter sent to the community
councils and elected representatives is provided in Annex C.

Table 5.2: Community and Elected Representatives

Community Councils Elected Representatives
Benholm and Johnshaven Community Council Andrew Bowie MP
Gourdon Community Council Mairi Gougeon MSP
Royal Burgh of Inverbervie Community Council Cllr Wendy Agnew
Arbuthnott Community Council Cllr Dawn Black
Catterline, Kinnef and Dunnottar Community Council Cllr Sarah Dickinson
Mearns Community Council Cllr Tracey Smith
Stonehaven and District Community Council Cllr Alison Evison
Feughside Community Council Cllr George Carr
Crathes, Drumoak & Durris Community Council Cllr Laurie Carnie
North Kincardine Community Council

St Cyrus Community Council

5.2 Newspaper Notices and Advertising

5.2.1 Notices of the PAC events were published in a newspaper circulating in the
locality of the Proposed Development. Details of the notices are set out in
Table 5.3. The notices were published at least seven days in advance of the
events and contained the information required by Regulation 7 of the DMR.
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Copies of the notices published in the Press and Journal and The Bellman
are provided in Annex B.

Table 5.3: PAC Events Newspaper Notices

Newspaper Notice Newspaper Notice Date

Proposed Public Event1 ([The Press and Journal 04 August 2025

(21 to 22 August 2025)

Proposed Public Event1 [The Bellman (online) 11 August 2025

(21 to 22 August 2025)

Proposed Public Event 2 [The Press and Journal 15 September 2025

(02 to 03 October 2025)

Proposed Public Event 2 [The Bellman (online) 24 September 2025

(02 to 03 October 2025)

5.2.2  Posters publicising the events were placed in local community halls, shops
and notice boards in the vicinity of the Proposed Development.

5.2.3 LinkedIn and Facebook were used to provide updates on the Proposed
Development at key milestones and share details of the in-person PAC
events as well as the online consultation platform.

5.2.4 A leaflet drop was undertaken via Royal Mail on week commencing 11 August
2025 for the following postcodes: DD10 0; AB39 3; AB39 2; AB30 1; AB31 6;
totalling 16,288 leaflets. A copy of the leaflet is provided in Annex D.

5.2.5 Posters were put up in village halls and local notice boards in the region. The

poster locations are shown in Table 5.4. A copy of the poster used is provided
in Annex J.

Table 5.4: Poster Locations

Town / Village Location

Auchenblae Auchenblae Village Hall

Drumlithie Notice board outside Drumlithie ‘Steeple Shop’
Inverbervie Burgh Hall Burgh Hall (posted with request to hang)
Arbuthnott Grassic Gibbons Cafe (posted with request to hang)
Gourdon Village Hall

Gourdon Notice Board at the pier

St Cyrus Village Hall

Johnshaven Village Hall

Stonehaven Town Hall notice board (posted with request to hang)
5.3 PAC Events

5.3.1

As set out in Table 51, the two PAC events (PAC 1 and PAC 2) were spread
across two locations and four dates. This set up was chosen so that public
engagement could take place at appropriate locations relevant to the linear
PPP Application Boundary. An accessibility review was also carried out at
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both venues to ensure all those who wished to attend the event could readily
access and participate. As per Section 3.2 of this report, the consultation

events were also available virtually, in order to ensure that the PAC could
reach and be available to as many interested parties as possible.

PAC 1
Day 1 Overview

5.3.2 Day 1 of PAC Event 1 was held at Johnshaven Village Hall, from 2pm until
7pm on Thursday 21 August 2025. In attendance were representatives of the
Project team covering consents, EIA, land and engineering in order to offer
a complete overview and point of contact for any queries.

5.3.3 The hall was set up with seven information boards, information brochures
and a video screen which outlines some key processes such as Horizontal
Directional Drilling (HDD) and cable laying.

Day 2 Overview

5.3.4 The second day of PAC Event 1 was held at Drumlithie Bowling Club between
2pm and 7pm on Friday 22 August 2025. As per Day 1, in attendance were
representatives of the Project team covering consents, EIA, land and
engineering in order to offer a complete overview and relevant point of
contact for queries.

5.3.5 Similarly, the hall was set up with seven information boards, information
brochures and a video screen.

Figure 5.1: PAC 1, Day 1
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Figure 5.2: PAC 1, Day 2

Materials and Resources

5.3.6  Display materials included information such as:

e information on the developer and the offshore infrastructure - in
order to give an overarching view of the Project;

e an overview of the need for renewable energy generation;

e an overview of the development process for offshore wind (on and
offshore);

e a map illustrating the PPP application boundary;
e explanation of the onshore infrastructure refinement to date;

e adescription of the Proposed Development components including the
substation; and

e information regarding the EIA process.
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5.3.7 Paper and online copies of feedback questionnaires were provided for
attendees to contribute their feedback on the Proposed Development.

5.3.8 Copies of the information boards are provided in Annex F. A copy of the
brochure that was available at the event is provided in Annex H. These were
available in print and virtually.

Attendance and Responses

5.3.9 On Day 1, a total of 83 people attended. Day 2, was attended by 67 people.
The feedback period for PAC 1 closed on 12 September 2025. 12 feedback
forms were received during PAC 1.

5.3.10 Attendees at the events sought information and clarification on a number of
points of interest from the Project team attending the event. Feedback
received verbally rather than being submitted in writing were collated via
notes taken on the day.

5.3.11 Prior engagement with the local school allowed pupils from Glenbervie
Primary School to attend the PAC event in Drumlithie, with three teachers
and 22 children to participate in a STEM workshop facilitated by the Project
team.

Summary
5.312 A summary of the comments received at PAC 1 is provided in

5.3.13 Table 5.5, along with the Applicant’s response. The contents of this table is
similar to the feedback presented on the information boards and brochure
at the PAC 2 events. This includes information regarding how the Applicant
took account of views raised during the PAC process.

Table 5.5: Summary of Comments Received at PAC 1 and the Applicant’s Response

Issues Raised TWP Response

Traffic and Transport A Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) and
Construction Logistic Plan (CLP) will be developed containing
details of measures to control, monitor and enforce heavy
goods vehicles (HGVs) movements during construction. This
will also include details of travel routes and accesses to
minimise the impacts of construction traffic on local
residents. To minimise the amount of traffic on the local
road network during

construction, temporary haul roads would be installed along
the onshore cable construction corridor to provide safe
access for construction vehicles, thus reducing the
requirement for vehicles to travel via public highways as
much as possible. Temporary construction storage and
laydown areas may also be used.

Each public road that would have HGVs travelling on them
during construction would either already be suitable for two-
way HGV movements or be modified in advance of
construction to enable this.

Further traffic management plans that need to be approved
by Aberdeenshire Council will specify exact requirements, for
example there may be a ban on construction traffic through
certain areas.
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Issues Raised

TWP Response

A construction specific Travel Plan is also proposed to
provide the mechanism to support and promote shared and
sustainable travel for staff, contractors and visitors travelling
to the work sites. The Travel Plan would seek to encourage
workers to access the site via sustainable travel modes,
improving travel choices, and managing single occupancy car
use. The Travel Plan would also indicate the approved routes
to site and the approved parking locations. We will undertake
pre-condition surveys of roads prior to construction to
assess and record existing condition and to inform
reinstatement post construction. We propose collaboration
with Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
Transmission (SSEN-T); Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS) in
Fetteresso Forest, Transport Scotland (regarding Trunk Road
Use and Abnormal Indivisible Load (AIL) movements) and
Aberdeenshire Council regarding joint working, phasing, AlL
movements and road improvements.

Cumulative Impacts from
Multiple Developments

A robust cumulative impact assessment has been included
within each of the topic specific chapters within the Onshore
EIA Report. The projects assessed have been agreed with,
Aberdeenshire Council, based on applications in the planning
system and other committed development.

Operational Noise
(Substation)

We are committed to including Embedded Mitigation within
the final Substation design such as barriers and enclosures
to meet noise limits required by Aberdeenshire Council
(taking cumulative noise into account from other noise
sources).

Disruption Resulting
from Construction

The application includes an outline Construction
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). The final CEMP will
include specific measures to limit noise, vibration and dust.
For example, through the selection of quieter equipment,
limiting working hours, the application of industry best
practice techniques and appropriate mitigation to reduce
and suppress dust, and the use of temporary mitigation
where detailed design defines it as necessary. Strategic
construction phasing, including forestry felling activities, will
occur at the Substation to provide screening and limit loss of
forestry. The cable installation along the cable route is
completed sequentially. First, the topsoil and subsoil are
stripped and stored, the haul routes constructed, and
trenches dug. The cable ducting is then installed, and the
trenches backfilled. The cables would then be pulled
through the ducts. The sequential nature of the work means
that potential disturbance would be localised as the work
progresses along the cable route. Although highly dependent
on local conditions, a reasonable assumption for the
progression rate of the cable installation is approximately
400 m every 4-6 weeks with HDD locations taking
approximately 12 weeks.

Local Economic
Development

TWP are committed to spending £600 million in Scotland for
the Project and an ambition to increase spending to over £1
billion. The Project will create jobs during construction and
operation and maintenance as well as in the wider supply
chain and generate wider economic benefits, such as
increased spending in the local economy and investment in
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Issues Raised TWP Response

the region. The Project is actively supporting local businesses
in overcoming barriers to entering the market, we have been
running supply chain events and engaging with local
businesses through our award-winning Supply Chain
Pathways Programme.

Visual Impacts Following feedback in PAC 1 visualisations of the Substation,
the offshore turbines were presented as part of the PAC 2
events. The height of the substation building has been
limited to 15 m to minimise potential visual impacts. Forestry
retention and re-planting will be implemented to provide
further mitigation of visual impacts, as well as providing
biodiversity enhancements. A sequential installation of the
cable route would ensure potential visual disturbance is
localised and thus minimised as the work progresses along
the cable route. The visualisations indicate visibility of the
Substation from representative viewpoints and have been
prepared under a ‘worst-case scenario’ with a maximum

15 m height for any buildings within the Substation Search
Area. This scenario illustrates the maximum visibility that
might occur from the Proposed Development. Specific
measures to mitigate visual effects from construction,
operation and maintenance phases will be developed at the
detailed design stage and agreed with the Council. A mixture
of approaches

would be utilised with the aim to integrate the final
structures into the surrounding landscape. This could
include screening for the substation elements, earthworks to
help integrate the substation into the landscape and specific
building finishes.

Landfall The landfall site selection process identified prospective
landfall sites along the eastern Aberdeenshire coast. The
sites were identified from desktop geotechnical,
environmental constraints mapping, optioneering and
assessment exercises for the Project to determine ground
suitability, maximum cliff heights, access for Transition Joint
Bays and potential environmental and engineering
constraints. The alternatives considered throughout the
design process are presented and discussed within Volume 1,
Chapter 5: Site Selection and Reasonable Alternatives
Considered of the Onshore EIA Report. The landfall will be
constructed using a trenchless technique. We are currently
exploring suitable options for this work. The installation in
this area will begin in the offshore cable corridor and the
onshore construction will be from the agricultural field
adjacent to the landfall avoiding the beach, here a Transition
Joint Bay will be dug and then reinstated to ground level.
Construction will be planned to avoid closures of the beach
and coastal path.

Substation Lighting The Substation lighting is to be sensitively designed to limit
amenity impacts. This will involve inward facing lighting,
timers and limited use. The Substation will be unmanned,
and only emergency lighting will be present.

Ecology/Biodiversity Baseline ecological surveys, collecting data on protected
species (fauna and flora) ornithology habitats and
watercourses undertaken; the findings are presented in
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Issues Raised

TWP Response

Volume 1, Chapter 7: Biodiversity, Terrestrial Ecology and
Ornithology of this Onshore EIA Report.

All habitats subject to temporary disturbance during
construction, will be reinstated following the completion of
construction and mitigation proposals will include
enhancements to existing habitats to increase local
biodiversity.

Private Water Supplies
(PWS)

PWS within 250 m of excavations required for the final
design will be identified in consultation with Aberdeenshire
Council and a detailed risk assessment undertaken seeking
to avoid impacts on supplies in line with Scottish
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) guidance. Should a
significant impact on a PWS be confirmed, an alternative
source of water will be provided. The Contractor will be
required to prepare a supply-specific monitoring plan and
mitigation strategy in communication with affected
landowners. At PPP stage properties with 1 km search area
have been included in an initial screening.

Flood Risk

The Substation will be designed to avoid increasing flood
risk. The EIA fully considers hydrology and flood risk for each
phase of the onshore infrastructure i.e. construction,
operation and decommissioning. Future changes resulting
from climate changes have been factored into the flood risk
assessment and an Outline Drainage Management Plan has
been produced.

Potential WWII Aircraft
Remains and Associated
Contamination

The nearest reported crash site is a Royal Navy Air Service
(RNAS) Swordfish Torpedo Bomber (Serial No. P4031)
reported as flying into Hill of Trusta (outside the Cultural
Heritage Study Area) during the night of the 14

September 1942. No WWII aircraft remains have been
identified within the Cultural Heritage Study Area for the
Proposed Development. If previously unknown WW!II aircraft
remains are identified these would be protected under the
Protection of Military Remains Act 1986. Should any such
remains be identified additional consultation with the
Ministry of Defence and Aberdeenshire Council would be
undertaken, and a licence would be required from the Joint
Casualty and Compassionate Centre before any disturbance
of the remains could be undertaken. Where possible, any
such remains would be avoided through design and/or
micrositing of associated elements of the Proposed
Development. If required a detailed remediation strategy for
any associated contamination would also be submitted to
and approved by Aberdeenshire Council and SEPA prior to
works commencing.

Support for renewable
energy and meeting net
zero targets.

The Proposed Development which relates to the onshore
infrastructure of the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm is
classified as a National Development in NPF4 and will
contribute to achieving net zero emission targets. An
assessment of the proposed development against national
and local policy is contained in the Planning Statement
which accompanies the PPP application.

Construction Impacts to
Agricultural Landholdings

The Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)
will include measures that will manage access within
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Issues Raised TWP Response

agricultural land holdings and between fields, including the
identification of alternative routes (subject to agreement
from landowners), to enable the continued operation of likely
affected agricultural land holdings and crofts during the
construction of the Proposed Development.

Community Benefits TWP are committed to working with the local community,
community groups and Community Councils in order to
establish, support and deliver community benefits to the
locality. These commitments are voluntary in nature and are
not secured through the PPP application, nevertheless there
is a commitment to provide these to level up the local area.
During the PAC events, stakeholders were given then
opportunity to suggest potential options and solutions which
could provide community benefits. There was a range of
potential solutions that were suggested and are actively
being considered such as: training and educational support
for schools within the local area (STEM events), improvement
to local community assets/areas, Improvements to
walking/cycle routes, and the creation of a community
benefit fund. These are just a few of the options that will be
considered as the project progresses into the later stages.

Offshore Impacts Any potential offshore impacts will be addressed
appropriately within the offshore EIAR which will accompany
the application for the offshore elements of the Project.

Soil and Geology Impacts | Soil management measures will be incorporated into the
detailed CEMP within a Soil Management Plan (SMP). which
will be prepared in accordance with Defra Construction Code
of Practice for the Sustainable Use of Soils on Construction
Sites (PB13298), Institute of Quarrying (1Q) Good Practice
Guide for Handling Soils in Mineral Workings and British
Society of Soil Science (BSSS) Working with Soil Guidance
Note on Benefiting from Soil Management in Development
and Construction. The design of the cable route will also
seek to reduce permanent loss of Prime Agricultural Land
and fragmentation of agricultural land. The finalised cable
route will also be routed with consideration of sensitivity soil
habitats (such as Peatland/carbon sinks) to minimise
potential negative impacts. The cables will also have
temperature sensing to provide an indication of any potential
overheating risk and thus limit the occurrence of extreme
soil warming.

Woodland and Forestry The location and geographic extent of the PPP application
Boundary has been designed to avoid areas of forestry and
woodland areas where reasonably practicable. Any areas of
permanent loss will require compensatory planting in line
with the Scottish Government’s Policy on control of
Woodland. Appropriate re-planting will be proposed within a
Felling and Planting Plan.

Carbon Impact of the It is expected that additional mitigation measures would be
Project implemented to reduce the associated GHG emissions as
part of the separate consenting for the Offshore
Infrastructure. It should be noted that at this early stage,
estimates of GHG emissions have a high level of uncertainty,
which will improve as the Project progresses. A Whole Life
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Issues Raised TWP Response

Carbon Assessment has been included within Volume 1,
Chapter 15: Climate Change which presents the estimates of
the Greenhouse Gas emissions across the full lifetime of the
Proposed Development.

Property and Land The PPP Application Boundary has been designed with
appropriate buffer zones from sensitive receptors including
residential receptors properties and settlements along with
the avoidance of community land and assets where
reasonably practicable.

PAC 2

Day 1 Overview

5.3.14 Day 1 of PAC Event 2 was held at Johnshaven Village Hall, from 2pm until
7pm on Thursday 02 October 2025. In attendance were representatives of
the Project team covering consents, EIA, land and engineering in order to
offer a complete overview and point of contact for any queries.

Figure 5.3 PAC 2, Day 1

5.3.15 A total of ten information boards were made available. In addition to the
information provided at PAC 1, the boards included a summary of the key
issues raised at PAC 1 and the Applicant’s responses to those issues.
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5.3.16 Representatives from the Project team were in attendance and were

available to answer queries and to provide feedback from issues raised at
PAC 1.

5.3.17 Similar engagement from PAC 1 events was made with Johnshaven Primary
School with four teachers and 19 pupils attending the event, and
participating in a STEM workshop facilitated by the Project team, Figure 5.4.

‘o
N

' 2

S \

Figure 5.4: PAC 2, Day 1 Johnshaven Primary School visit
Day 2 Overview

5.3.18 The format of the day 2 of PAC 2, mirrored that of day 1 of PAC 2. In addition
to the information provided at PAC 1, the boards included a summary of the
key issues raised at PAC 1 and the Applicant’s response to those issues.
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Figure 5.5 PAC 2, Day 2

5.3.19 Day 2 of PAC 2 was advertised to be held at Drumlithie Bowling Club from
2pm to 7pm on 3 October 2025. Due to adverse weather conditions, the
event was brought to a close at 4.30pm. Communications were issued by
TWP via social media on Thursday afternoon on 02 October 2025 to alert
people that the upcoming adverse weather conditions and that the event
may need to close early. However, as the weather worsened on the afternoon
of 3 October 2025 the decision was made by the Project team that from a
health and safety perspective it was necessary to close the event at 4.30pm.

5.3.20 Following the event, TWP contacted Aberdeenshire Council to explain the
circumstances. Aberdeenshire Council confirmed that given the
circumstances were outwith the Project team's control, and seeing that the
minimum requirements have been exceeded, and that an event was still able
to be held for a short time on 03 October 2025 then Aberdeenshire Council’s
Planning Service were content that this aspect of PAC has been met; and
would not require any further public consultation events.

Materials and Resources
5.3.21 Display materials included information such as:

e information on the developer and the onshore infrastructure - in
order to give an overarching view of the Project;

e an overview of the need for renewable energy generation;
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e an overview of the development process of offshore wind (on and
offshore);

e a Map illustrating the PPP application boundary;
e explanation of the onshore infrastructure refinement to date;

e adescription of the Proposed Development components including the
substation;

e information regarding the EIA process; and

o explanation on how comments received at PAC 1 had been taken into
consideration.

5.3.22 Visualisations which indicate visibility of the substation from representative
viewpoints were available at the PAC 2 events. In addition visualisations of
the offshore turbines were also available as requested by some PAC 1
attendees. These visualisations are provided in Annex K.

5.3.23 Paper and online copies of feedback questionnaires were provided for
attendees to contribute their feedback on the Proposed Development.

5.3.24 Copies of the information boards are provided in Annex G. A copy of the
brochure that was available at the event is provided in Annex I. These were
available in print and virtually.

Attendance and Responses

5.3.25 On Day 1 of PAC 2, a total of 59 people attended. Day 2 saw four people
attend. The feedback period for PAC 2 closed on 17 October 2025. Three
feedback forms were received (a combination of paper and online).

5.3.26 Attendees at the events sought information and clarification on a number of
points of interest from the Project team attending the event. Feedback
received verbally rather than being submitted in writing were collated via
notes taken on the day.

Summary

5.3.27 A summary of the comments received at PAC 2 and the Applicant’s response
is provided in Table 5.6.

Table 5.6: Summary of Comments Received at PAC 2 and the Applicant’s Response

Issues Raised Applicant’s Response

Impacts upon fishing [This will be addressed within the EIAR which will accompany the
in the marine application for the offshore elements of the Project, which
environment. considers impact on the marine environment including fisheries.

The EIA for offshore assesses potential impacts on the marine
environs and receptors and where necessary proposes mitigation to
avoid, reduce or offset significant effects.

Electro Magnetic The Proposed Development will not include overhead power lines
Fields (EMF) and all onshore cables will be buried underground, as such
exposure to EMF from these sources can reasonably be expected to
be within standards for health protection. This matter was scoped
out of the onshore EIA assessment on the basis that there was no
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Issues Raised

Applicant’s Response

likelihood of any significant effects occurring for the Proposed
Development.

Landscape and Visual
Impact

The route and design of the Proposed Development have been
developed through an iterative process involving engineering,
environmental and landscape specialists to minimise potential
visual impacts and integrate the Proposed Development with the
surrounding landscape. As part of the design, embedded landscape
mitigation measures have been developed to help to reduce visual
impacts. The landscape and visual assessment of the Proposed
Development is presented in the EIAR.

Water Environment
and Flood Risk

The substation will be designed to avoid increasing flood risk. The
Water Quality and Flood Risk Chapter of the EIAR contains an
assessment of hydrology and flood risk for each phase of the
onshore infrastructure i.e. construction, operation and
decommissioning. Future changes resulting from climate change
have been factored into the flood risk assessment and an Outline
Management Plan has been produced.

Traffic and Transport
— access off the A90

The Project is committed to producing a Construction Traffic
Management Plan to support the Proposed Development, this
document will aim to ensure that negative impacts related to any
increase in traffic associated with construction activities are
avoided or minimised and appropriately managed. Safety is a key
consideration and some accesses may be subject to a left only turn
policy for increased safety.

Cumulative

Extensive work has been undertaken in order to demonstrate, as far
as possible at PPP stage, that issues arising in terms of cumulative
impacts between large scale developments within the locality will
be reduced.

Specific coverage is included throughout the Onshore EIA Report
where individual topic chapters have all considered cumulative
impacts in their assessment. The list of cumulative sites assessed
was agreed with Aberdeenshire Council in September 2025.

Biodiversity

The Proposed Development at MSC stage will develop measures to
achieve biodiversity enhancement within the PPP Application
Boundary.

Areas subject to disturbance for construction will be “made good”,
fully restored and appropriately enhanced where appropriate.

Land Use/Land take
including Forestry

The location and geographic extent of the PPP Application Boundary
has been designed to reduce the permanent loss of Prime
Agricultural Land (LCA Grades 1, 2 and 3.1). As the permanent
easement for the underground 220/275 kV Onshore Export Cables
would not restrict agricultural use this easement is not considered
to have any permanent effects on future agricultural land use on
the agricultural land holdings affected.

Permanent removal of commercial forestry would result as a result
of the substation site within Fetteresso Forest; where replanting
cannot be proposed compensatory planting will be required to
comply with the Scottish Government’s Policy on the Control of
Woodland Removal. Details of compensatory planting requirements
would form part of the MSC stage.

Trenchless techniques

As discussed in Volume 1, Chapter 2: The Proposed Development,
trenchless techniques including HDD methods will be utilised to
minimise the potential disturbance from the Proposed

Development. HDD crossings will be used at the landfall site,
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Issues Raised Applicant’s Response

watercourse crossings, major roads and railway lines, and at towns
and villages such as Drumlithie.

Offshore Impacts See the response to this issue in Table 5.5 above.
Soil and Geology See the response to this issue in Table 5.5 above.
Impacts
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This PAC Report outlines and documents the pre-application consultation
process undertaken by the Applicant in respect of the proposals for the
onshore infrastructure associated with the proposed Bowdun Offshore Wind
Farm, Onshore Infrastructure.

6 Summary
6.1.1

The Applicant has delivered an extensive, transparent and accessible
stakeholder engagement and consultation process.

The Applicant has exceeded the formal pre-application consultation
requirements and has followed the principles of Aberdeenshire Council’s
Planning Advice PA2023-15: SP=EED (Successful Planning = Effective
Engagement and Delivery) (September 2023).

The steps undertaken have allowed for information to be provided and
stakeholders and consultees have been given the opportunity to comment
on the proposals and understand how views raised have been considered.

The Applicant is committed to maintaining regular communications and
engagement with the local community.

16,288

Leaflets delivered

213 £

Attendees

Letters and emails to
stakeholders inviting D
them to events and
keeping them D
updated on progress

Information
U banners and
u brochures,

updated at each
set of events

Adverts to
publicise events

vA
il

Project team in
attendance to
answer questions

Utilising social
media channels to
promote events

Technical topic
videos

Contact details
and dedicated
Community

&
£

Supply chain portal
and business
breakfasts

Project website
and virtual

exhibition hall Stakeholder

Manager

Press releases to

£

Visualisations and
view points
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7 Annexes

Annex A: Proposal of Application Notice and Location Plan

Annex B: Newspaper Notices

Annex C: Sample Letter for Events

Annex D: Mail Drop

Annex E: 2024 Information Days Brochure

Annex F: Information Boards — PAC 1 events

Annex G: Information Boards — PAC 2 events

Annex H: Formal Pre-Application (PAC) 1 Event Brochure

Annex I: Formal Pre-Application (PAC) 2 Event Brochure

Annex J: Poster Advertising the PAC Events

Annex K: Visualisations
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Annex A: Proposal of Application Notice and Location

Plan

PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE

Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (Section 35B)

The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland)

Regulations 2013 (Regulations 4 -7)

To be completed for all developments within the
national or major categories of development

Name of Council | Aberdeenshire Council

A Strategic Development Delivery Team, Planning and Economy,

Environment and Infrastructure Services,

Viewmount, Arduthie Road,

Stonehaven, AB39 2DQ

Proposed development at [Note 1] Land at Benholm to the south of Gourdon
connecting to Fetteresso Forest,
Stonehaven

Description of proposal [Note 2] Onshore infrastructure associated with the Bowdun Offshore

Wind Farm including: formation of onshore landing point; laying
of underground cables; erection of substation; and associated
works (National Development)

Notice is hereby given that an application is being made to

[Note 3] [Aberdeenshire Council | Council by [Note 4| Thistie Wind Partners

Of [Note 5]

J

[Capital Building, 12-13 St Andrew Square, Edinburgh, EH2 2AF

]

In respect of [Note 6]
To take place on [Note 7]

In-person pre-application consultation events

l

275t August 2025 and 2nd Oclober 2025 (2-7pm, Johnshaven Village Hall)

22nd August 2025 and 3rd October 2025 (2-Tpm, Drumiithie Bowfing Club)

[Note 8] The following parties have received a copy of this Proposal of Application Notice

following Community Councils:
m and Johnshaven; Gourdon; Royal Burgh of Inverbervie; Arbuthnott; Catterline,
nneff and Dunnottar; Meams; Stonehaven and District; Feughside; Crathes, Drumoak &
rris; North Kincardine: and St Cyrus.

[Note 9] For further details contactMaryanne Paterson; email: m.paterson@twp.scot

on telephone number

And/or at the following address |Mmmcw&m 12-13 St Andrew Square,
[Note 10] | certify that | have attached a plan outlining the site

Onbehalfof  |Thistle Wind Partners

Date [16 July 2025

A1: PoAN
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Annex C: Sample Letter for Events

Kirsty MacAulay

From: Kirsty MacAulay

Sent: 16 July 2025 19:11

To: clirl.carnie@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Ca: Maryanne Paterson

Subject: Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm PoAN

Attachments: Aberdeenshire_Proposal_of application_notice_Bowdun_16.07.25 (002).pdf; Bowdun

PAC leaflet 0825.pdf

Dear Laurie Carnie,

We are notifying you as the local councillor that on 16" July, Thistle Wind Partners (TWP) submitted our
Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) to Aberdeenshire Council for the onshore works associated with the
Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm; a copy of the POAN is attached.

As you will be aware, the PoAN notifies our intention to submit a planning application in due course and
outlines our intended pre-application consultation activities.

In October 2024 members of the Thistle Wind Partners project team held public information days in Gourdon,
Drumlithie and Stonehaven. The Scoping Opinion from Aberdeenshire Council in relation to the onshore
infrastructure was also received. This followed the submission of a Scoping Report which provided information
of the proposed development and the environmental assessments and surveys that we are undertaking to
support our planning application. The materials were also available via an online virtual consultation room for
those who could not attend in person.

Following these public information days we also presented and answered questions at Community Council
meetings for Benholm and Johnshaven CC, and Arbuthnott CC, with members of our consents, stakeholder
and engineering teams in attendance.

Since these events we have been progressing and refining our proposals based on engineering and
environmental assessment, as well as engagement with landowners. We will be sharing our progress and
seeking feedback via formal Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) events prior to us finalising our and seeking
Planning Permission in Principle for the onshore works.

Below are the details of times and locations of the PAC events, which we hope you will be able to attend. A
virtual consultation room will also be available for those unable to attend in person at:
www.twp.scot/bowdun. We have also attached a leaflet for the PAC events, should you wish to share it with
your communities and constituents.

PAC 1 Events
Johnshaven
o 21 August 2025
* 2pm-7pm
+ Johnshaven Village Hall, 15 Mid Street, Johnshaven, Montrose, DD10 OHB

Drumlithie
e 22" August 2025
*  2pm-7pm

« Drumlithie Bowling Club, Station Road, Drumlithie, AB39 3YT
PAC 2 Events

Johnshaven
* 2" Qctober 2025
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e 2pm-7pm
¢ Johnshaven Village Hall, 15 Mid Street, Johnshaven, Montrose, DD10 OHB

Drumlithie
e 3“Qctober 2025
e 2pm-7pm

¢ Drumlithie Bowling Club, Station Road, Drumlithie, AB39 3YT
We know that local councillors are a conduit for local views and are often approached by members of the
public seeking information about proposed projects. While we appreciate that you will not wish to express any
views about our proposals, we would nevertheless welcome the opportunity to brief you about our plans either
at Johnshaven or Drumlithie, or at another convenient time.

If you would like additional information, please getin touch.

Kind regards,

Kirsty
Kirsty MacAulay TWISJII).E
Stakeholder Engagement Manager PARTNERS

Capital Building 07523687058
12-13 St Andrew Square  k.macaulay@twp.scot
Edinburgh, EH2 2AF www.twp.scot

Please be aware my normal working hours are Monday - Wednesday

Legal disclaimer | This e-mail (communication and any attachment) may contain proprietary and/or confidential information and is solely
intended for the addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, or have otherwise received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender
and delete this e-mail, including any attachment, immediately. Any disclosure, copying or distribution of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. This
e-mail is not to be considered as a representation of any kind by the sender or the company, and the company has taken reasonable
precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this e-mail, such that neither the company, nor the sender shall be liable for any loss or
damage arising from any use of this e-mail.
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Annex D: Mail Drop

Upcoming Pre-Application Consultation Events

Thistle Wind Partners would like to invite you to consultation events before submission of the
application for planning permission in principle for the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm (Onshore
Infrastructure). This includes the landfall, underground export cables and substation.

We will be in the coommunity for formal Pre-Application Consultation, as per the details below, to share
information on the onshore elements of the project and to receive feedback from the community and
interested parties ahead of our planning submission to Aberdeenshire Council. Comments on the
development at this stage are representations to the Developer, not the Planning Authority. There will
be the opportunity to make representations to the Planning Authority once the application is
submitted.

For more information, or to email feedback, please get in touch with our Stakeholder Engagement
Manager, Kirsty MacAulay: k.macaulay@twp.scot or mail your feedback to:
Thistle Wind Partners, The Capital Building, 3rd Floor, 12-13 St Andrews Square, Edinburgh, EH2 2AF

PAC 1 Events
Johnshaven Village Hall, DD10 OHB, Thursday 21°* August 2025 - 2pm-7pm
Drumlithie Bowling Club, AB39 3YT, Friday 22" August 2025 - 2pm-7pm

PAC 2 Events
Johnshaven Village Hall, DD10 OHB, Thursday 2" October 2025 - 2pm-7pm
THISTLE WIND Drumlithie Bowling Club, AB39 3YT, Friday 3" October 2025 - 2pm-7pm

PARTNERS

Offshore Wind Farm

Aberdeen @ Onshore Infrastructure
Pre-Application Consultation

Offshore

,"’/\\" .
/ S
{ .____— ArrayArea
N ~

. N,
—-— -

/ J

Stonehaven /

/
L /

Offshore
Export Cable
Corridor

Our virtual exhibition room E {
and information on the ~ $ R
project can be found at i

www.twp.scot/bowdun

THISTLE WIND where you will also be able
LE PARTNERS to submit feedback.

D.1: Mail Drop Leaflet
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Annex E: 2024 Information Events Brochure

An Introduction to emerging plans for
the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm Onshore

T H I ST L E w I N D Infrastructure in Aberdeenshire
PARTNERS October 2024

Consultation events Autumn 2024:

Drumlithie
Drumlithie Village Hall, Station Rd, Drumlithie,
Stonehaven AB39 3YT
Monday 28th October, 1.30pm-6.30pm

Gourdon
Gourdon Public Hall, Queen St, Gourdon,
Montrose DD10 OLG
Tuesday 29th October, 1.30pm-6.30pm

Stonehaven
Stonehaven Town Hall, Main Hall, Allardice St,
Stonehaven AB39 2BU
Wednesday 30th October, 1pm-6pm

E.1: Front Page of 2024 Information Events Brochure
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Using this Document

In October 2024, Thistle Wind Partners (TWF) is holding a series of
Contents infi ion days in ire about its proposal for onshore works
associated with the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm, including underground

1. Using This Document and How to Provide Feedback cables and a new substation (‘Bowdun Onshore Substation’) to be located

within 2km of SSEN Transmission's planned Hurlie Substation, the grid
2. Who We Are . . . . . )
connection point for the project allocated by National Grid. We will need
this infrastructure to feed the energy from our Bowdun Offshore Wind

3. Project Timelines
1 Farm (44km to the east of Stonehaven) into the Mational Grid.

4. Why ScotWind? Scotland’s Offshore Wind Ambition
In this brochure, you will find information about our company, the

6. Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm emerging plans for the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm, including the search
areas for our onshore substation location and the underground cable
8. Onshore in Aberdeenshire: Substation route (running from a landfall point at the coast near Benholm to a new
substation for the project and then connection underground cables into
9. Onshore in Aberdeenshire: Landfall and Cables SSEN Transmission's Hurlie Substation).

10. Deciding Locations and Routes How to Provide Feedback

12.  Map The purpose of these public information events, is to seek feedback

from the local community on the emerging proposals, and relevant local
15. Feedback Form ] . ; . :
knowledge that should be taken into consideration as the project design
is developed ahead of ission to Aberd hire Council as a p!

application. This information will be fed through to the next stage of

Back Cover. TWP Contacts =
our design process. Further information and opportunities to comment
on proposals will follow in 2025 when the onshore proposals are more
developed and formal Pre-Application Consultation will take place.

There are four ways that you can provide suggestions and comments to
us already:

1) On our website at
2) In person, during our consultation events
3)  Or by filling in the tear-off form at the end of this

brochure and posting it to the address provided there.

4) By email - contactigtwp.scot

E.2: Page 1 of 2024 Information Events Brochure
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Who We Are

TWP is a new offshore wind developer. We were founded in 2020 by a consortium of
three companies - DEME, Qair and Aspiravi. Together the TWP partners have a strong
background in offshore ble energy

F 1t and delivery, and associated

port developmenits.

In January 2022, Crown Estate Scotland awarded TWP two of the ScotWind leasing
sites for offshore wind development. TWP has been specifically formed to deliver
these projects.

= Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm, a 1GW fixed-foundation project, located off
the coast of Aberdeenshire (44km from Stenehaven) in the E3 leasing

zone (187km? in area).

= Ayre Offshore Wind Farm, a 1GW floating-foundation project, to the east of
Orkney and north of Caithness (57km from Wick), at a deepwater site in
the NE2 leasing zone (200km? in area).

By considering floating and jacket foundations, our projects represent a broad and
exciting opportunity for technology developers and the Scottish supply chain. Our
target is to spend more than £2.4 billion in the Scottish supply chain over both projects.

The wind farms will also play an important role in accelerating Scotland's, the wider
UK’s and Europe’s transition away from fossil fuels, producing energy equivalent to
that used by more than two million households in one year.

E.3: Page 2 and 3 of 2024 Information Events Brochure
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Project Timelines

There are two major milestones ahead in the development of the Bowdun Offshore
Wind Farm over the next decade:

«  Offshore infrastructure — we plan to use next-generation turbines within the
range of 15MW to 25MW (1ISMW is the highest capacity turbine currently
available, but constantly evolving innovation makes higher capacity turbines
likely by the time we will be constructing the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm).
Our engineers are reviewing the latest market designs destined for the market
of the early 2030s (when we anticipate beginning building the wind farm). We
have conducted a range of surveys offshore to understand the characteristics
of the locations that would have turbines {array area) and cables exporting the
energy generated (export cable corridor). TWP will apply to Marine Directorate
for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1283 and Marine Licences
for the offshore infrastructure of the project.

*  Onshore infrastructure - this is needed so that the offshore wind farm can feed
energy into the National Grid delivering clean, renewable energy to consumers.
Underground cables will run from the shoreline to a new on-shore substation,
which will convert the electricity generated at Bowdun to the specification
required by National Grid. Cables from this new substation will then connect
into SSEN Transmission’s proposed Hurlie Substation for onwards transmission
into the National Grid. TWP expect to be ready to submit a planning application
to Aberdeenshire Council for the onshore infrastructure in 2025. The start of
construction for onsheore infrastructure for Bowdun is expected no sooner
than 2030, subject to the ongoing work associated with the Holistic Network
Design Follow-Up Exercise (HND FUE) by Mational Energy System Operator
(NESO).

In the upcoming pages, we will explain cur proposal for the onshore infrastructure
and how grid connection points are allocated by NESO.

@ Jesse de Meulenaere (Unsplash)
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The extent to which current and future generations will experience a hotter
and different world depends on choices now and in the near term
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Why ScotWind? Scotland’s Offshore Wind Ambition

In March 2023, the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change published its latest report
on climate change, warning that nations will need to fulfil their climate commitments
— including the transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy — if we are to prevent

biodiversity loss, severe impacts on human health, and reduced crop and fishery production.

The UK's climate change legislation sets a target date for net-zero emissions of all
greenhouse gases by 2050. A rapid increase in offshore wind capacity plays a central role

in these ambitions.

To support this drive, in January 2022, Crown Estate Scotland awarded areas of seabed
around Scotland for leasing to offshore wind developers. The ambitious leasing round is
called ScotWind. TWP's Ayre and Bowdun offshore wind farms are just two of these projects.
If all the ScotWind projects are successful, they will bring mora than 27GW of renewable
energy online in the 2030s.

Why Scotland?

The Scottish Government's targets for offshore wind development are among the most
ambitious in the world today. Scotland has an enormous wind resource, as well as many

deepwater sites characterised by stronger and more regular winds.

While ScotWind is designed to meet Scotland’'s own energy needs in a way that is clean,
affordable, and supports economic growth, it is also aimed at supporting a far more extensive

energy transition across Europe.
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Source: IPCE's spacial report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levals.
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Energy produced from ScotWind projects will not only be used by Scotland and the
wider UK, but will also be exported to countries across Europe which may not enjoy the
bundance of r

same

By harnessing our rich resource of renewable energy, we can provide better energy
security for people in Scotland and beyond, reducing dependence on fluctuating

international markets and related price increases.

Accelerating the energy transition beyond our shores will make a profound change

for the better to the lives of future generations, here and overseas.

Seizing the Economic Opportunity

The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) and the International Energy Agency
(IEA) estimate that we will need at least 2,000GW of offshore wind deployed across the
globe in order to sustain a 1.5-degree pathway and deliver Net Zero by 2050.

The countries that can deliver the goods
and services needed for this market will
enjoy a growing export market.

The opportunity is not just for component
manufacture: the offshore wind industry
will need a variety of construction,
operations and maintenance services
and products, as well as innovative
technologies for future growth areas like
floating wind, hydrogen, circular economy
for offshore wind, and robotic systems.




Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm, Onshore Infrastructure
Pre-Application Consultation Report

ScotWind brings an opportunity for businesses and research institutes here to take
the lead in these emerging technologies. With projects located around the entire
coastline, the opportunity for skills development and jobs for people in these areas
is huge.

We have delled how we can maximise Scottish supply chain in our projects (you
can find our Supply Chain Development Statements at www.twp scot/suppliers). We
also provide funding to the University of Highlands and Islands and Aberdeen Science

Centre for early-years STEM outreach.

Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm

TWP's Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm will contribute over 1GW of renewable energy to
the National Grid. With water depths between 55 and 75 metres, Bowdun Offshare
Wind Farm is planned to be made up of turbines with fixed bottom foundations.

The final turbine design, layout of the wind farm, and number of turbines will be
decided over the coming years as we conduct our engineering and environmental
work.

Since early 2023, we have been conducting geophysical surveys of the seabed at the
wind farm site and along possible offshore cable routes. We concluded our digital
aerial surveys in March this year, which ran over two years gathering data on marine
life including identifying feeding grounds and tracking locations of marine mammals.
We have also used Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) to measure seabird flight
heights within our offshore development areas.

We have conducted benthic surveys of the sea floor and water column. The results
of all of these surveys are being used in the development of the project design
and to establish the environmental baseline to support our offshore Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA), which is a key process required to support our offshore
consent application to Scotland's Marine Directorate in 2026,

We have recently deployed floating LiDAR equipment which will measure wind and
wave conditions. We plan to conduct geotechnical surveys over the next two to
three years. The outputs of these campaigns will aid our engineers in the design of
the wind farm.

THISTLE
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Community Engagement and Benefits

TWP have been invelved in several events within the local community. TWP have been involved
in several events within the local community. As well as attending gala days and community
events, we have set up partnerships with Aberdeen Science Centre, DYW NE and TechFest. We
have an initial budget for community spansarship and aim to use this to support a range of local
organisations and activities; more information on how to apply will be posted on our website
and social media in due course. As our project develops, we expect guidance to be published
from the Scottish Government that will help shape our community benefit policy once we begin
generating electricity.

STEM Programme

TWP are working alongside several local organisations in Aberdeenshire to provide Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) resources and opportunities to the community.

We have attended TechFest's science festivals in Aberdeen in June and September and partnered
with the Aberdeen Science Centre, who will invite local schools to participate in a workshop
at the science centre, and deliver the workshop in the community to those who may not have
access to the centre. We have also partnered with Developing the Young Workforce North East
to offer our industry knowledge to young people.
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Onshore in Aberdeenshire: Substa

TWP has applied to connect to the UK
National Grid Electricity Network and has
been offered a connection at the planned
Hurlie Substation. Confirmation of our
connection date is subject to the National
Energy System Operator NESO concluding
the HNDFUE process (expected in Q4
2024). NESO provides a guarantee to each
project that it will receive a grid connection
point, so that it can feed energy into the
UK National Grid. The grid connection point
for Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm is SSEN
T ission's pl d Hurlie ion in

Fetteresso Forest.

]
Bowdun Onshore
Scoping Boundary

Bowdun Substation

Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm, Onshore Infrastructure
Pre-Application Consultation

Report

tion
Why do we also need a substation?

Before energy from the Bowdun Offshore
Wind Farm reaches the transmission
operator’s substation, we need to convert
from a lower offshore voltage (220kV -
275kV) to the 400kV required by the Grid.
We use transformers to change the voltage
and these transformers will be located

within a substation compound.

On page 12 and 13 you can see the location
of our substation, which will be called the
Bowdun Onshore Substation.
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Onshore in Aberdeenshire:
Landfall and Cables

The Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm will ‘make landfall’
at Benholm. This landfall site was selected for the
project due to having a low level of environmental
and hnical ints whilst r ining a close
access point to the grid connection point, allowing
for a shorter cable route. From the landfall point, the
underground cables will run to the Bowdun onshore

substation in Fetteresso Forest. The Bowdun onshore

substation will then have underground cables that
into the tr ission operator's sub

(SSEN Tr ission’s Hurlie

Our landfall and cable routes will be refined

based upon technical studies which consider the

Why underground cables?

TWP is using underground cables as
the di il are relatively
short and underground cables are
appropriate for exporting the energy
produced from the offshore wind

farm to our grid connection point.
How will construction occur?

Assessments for the EIA will take
the impacts from construction
into account, including those from
transport, noise and air quality. For

by ing and it ifying

B B B3B!
with local landowners. When selecting a landfall site,
there are a number of things we have to consider, such
as the nearshore geology and seabed environment,
the nature of the inter-tidal zone, and potential
engineering challenges. We are also engaging with
local landowners as part of our investigations for our
cable route. The overall approach is to choose routes

that have the least impact, for example by working
Hected idi it

with local s g

areas, port

Pop

routes and waterways. Where avoidance is not
possible we investigate options to limit disturbance,
for by using i

natural

methods such as Horizontal Direction Drilling.

P B
the most suitable roads for use by
HGVs to access construction areas
and identifying laydown areas
to store construction materials
that avoid sensitive areas. An
outline Construction Environment
Management Plan (CEMP) will be
produced as part of the EIA which
will outline practices required of
contractors to appropriately manage
noise, dust and pollution emissions
during construction.

ONSHORE

OFFSHORE

l

Intertidal area

(between MHWS and MLWS)

Network Substation

Landfall Site Onshore Substation (Grid Connection Point)

Offshare Transition Jaint
Substation Bay >

400KV
220KV - 275kV
Onshore Export Cables (underground HVAC)

At
1 ' At | \ |l| i

66kV - 132kV

Inter-array Cables

Mean High Water Springs (MHWS)

Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS)
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Deciding Locations
and Routes

To inform our onshore development,
TWP will be undertaking a number of
studies to determine potential routes
and locations for our infrastructure.

The data collected from these studies
will then used to inform the design and
also assess potential impacts of the
project on the environment, including
communities, and allow mitigation
measures to be put in place to avoid and/
or limit impacts identified.

Studies will include looking at gradients,
soil types, location of peat or
protected areas, as well as presence of
watercourses, private water supplies,
ecology, historic monuments, flood risk,
noise, transport routes, and landscape
and visual impacts.

The onshore cable is estimated to run
approximately 25km in length. We are
aiming to keep the cable length as short
as possible as longer cables mean more
disruption, more environmental impact,
more social impact, and greater costs of
operation and maintenance (increasing
the cost of producing energy).

Survey Examples
Protected Species Surveys

d

A of animal species are p:
in Scotland, including bats, otters, badgers,
pine marten, water voles and red squirrels.
TWP's  consultants are undertaking
protected species surveys. Ecologists
undertake visual inspections along the
cable route and substation search areas to
see if there is suitable habitats for these
species and indications of usage. The data
will then be used to inform our ecological
environmental baseline for our EIA. These

surveys are currently ongoing and will run
into Spring 2025.

Noise

Noise monitoring will be carried out
to measure the current noise levels
in the area and assess the impact the
introduction of a new substation may
have. We anticipate progressing with noise
surveys following discussions with the
Council’s Environmental Health Officer and
when preliminary design details for the
substation are available.

Seascape, Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessments

Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact

Assessments will be undertaken to
and vi i the imp

of all onshore and offshore aspects

of the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm

Development will have on the local

landscape. This will include photography

from a selection of viewpoints agreed
with Aberdeenshire Council. The planned
infrastructure will be superimposed onto
these photographs to illustrate a visual
representation of how it will look within
the landscape.

Cultural Heritage Assessments

As part of our scoping exercise a desk
based assessment was undertaken to
identify recorded heritage assets within
our ping dary. Non-intrusive

walkover surveys will be undertaken by

archaeologists to identify locations of
recorded assets and to assess potential
for unrecorded assets within the scoping
boundary. The data will then be used to

inform the cable routing.

Who will own the
onshore infrastructure?

Once TWP has built its transmission
infrastructure, these assets will pass

gh the Off:
Owner (OFTO) process, which is
managed by Ofgem. As a generator TWP

is not licenced to own and operate the
infrastructure that connects our wind
farms to the onshore network.

The OFTO process is a competitive
tender process to partner generators
with transmission operators. Through
this process, our costs are reviewed by
Ofgem to check that we are delivering
value for money.

Ground Investigation Surveys

The suitability of the ground for
construction is assessed via a Ground
Investigation survey. Bore holes and
trial pits are dug along the survey area
in order to assess various factors that
determine suitability for construction.
These include presence of minerals
including peat, biosecurity risks, and
water content of the soil. The ground

4 foll

is rei and

3
data from the survey will be used to
inform the final cable route.
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SSEN Transmission infrastructure present
e.g. existing and planned OHLs

Stonehaven

Site Plan - Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm

Glenberview GDL, national gas pipeline

Railway, historic landslip/instabilities,

housing planning application

TWP Preferred Substation Location

Hurlie Substation Site - Proposed Grid
Connection Point

Substation Search Area

* Areas of Constraint

Landfall Search Area

Topography

Topography, Arbuthnott GDL, AWI

==
V//////d Exclusion Zones

Inverbervie

* Constrained areas highlight where desk
based constraints have been identified.
The shading offers a degree of focus on

Laurencekirk

less constrained areas in the interest of

illustrating the likely ongoing refinement of /A
the cable route and/or substation locations. =

Topography, Arbuthnott GDL, AWI
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Eolmed, a Qair project. Credit: MPArchimed

DEME’s Apollo JU commissioning the

Halfwc—g_ gas platform in the Netherlands
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FEEDBACK FORM

We would welcome your comments on our plans at this stage.
There are two ways to send us your comments:

1) Fillin the form below and hand to TWP staff (if you are at an event),
or send to: Thistle Wind Partners (TWP), Capital Building,
12-13 St Andrew Square, Edinburgh, EH2 2AF.

2) You can also visit our website and submit comments online:

wwwitwp.scot/bowdun

Q1. How would you describe your knowledge of TWP and our project?

Please tick applicable box 1 2 3 & 5

1 am very well informed

1 know a lot

1 know a little

1 know very little

1 know nothing at all

Q2. Have you been to previous events or exhibitions run by TWP?

YES

NO

Q3. How did you hear about this consultation event?

Word of mouth

: Continued overleaf

Newspapers
Invitation

Page 59
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FEEDBACK FORM - continued

Q4.  What types of mitigation would you like us to consider to reduce
the impact of the onshore components of the project?

For example, this could include things like: landscaping, planting of
orchards, woodland or parkland, design suggestions for the substation
buildings, wildlife and habitat conservation or enhancement, access
routes, and road improvements, etc.

Q5. Please provide any other views or comments on the overall approach
that we are taking in developing our onshore proposals, including
feedback on how we are carrying out this consultation and future

approaches to consultation.

Q6. Please provide any information you believe should be considered in
the development of the project in relation to the local
environment/community.

7.  If you would like to updates on the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm
yo P
please provide an email address.

Tear here
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TWP Contacts

Stakeholder Engagement Managers
Kirsty MacAulay,

k.macaulay@twp.scot

Allan Tait,
atait@twp.scot

You can also visit our website at
www.twp.scot to view our information portal.

www.twp.seot

You can also follow us on:

o Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm

@ Thistle Wind Partners
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WP

Tropmve w wrnn

Stakeholder Engagement Managers

Kirsty MacAulay,
k.macaulay@twp.scot

Allan Tait,
atait@twp.scot

You can also visit our website
at www.twp.scot to view our
information portal and FAQs on
the onshore infrastructure in
Aberdeenshire

Lot BIesninn

X \'\\S‘ w

A S Dy

f Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm

IN Thistle Wind Partners

X @TwPscot
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Annex F: Information Boards — PAC 1
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TWP is an offshore wind developer founded in 2020 to deliver our two ScotWind
Projects - Ayre and Bowdun, for which we were awarded leases in the Crown
Estate Scotland’s ScotWind process. We were founded by a consortium of three
companies - DEME Concessions, Qair and Aspiravi. Our founder companies
work on a wide variety of renewable energy, environmental remediation and
marine infrastructure projects around the world and bring a strong track record
in offshore wind development. The TWP team brings a wealth of Scottish
experience and capability in the fields of engineering and consenting focused

on delivering our ScotWind projects

- g &
zpeve M Qair

FA: Board 1 of PAC 1
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Preparation of Environmental Impact Assessment

Environmental Imp p ¢ identifies and
assesses the pote L sig ms the design from
an erwironmental perspe standard and additional measures

(mitigation) to avoid or reduc project’ n the environment.

The onshore and offshore eiement re subject to different
consents. The delineation bety ) nling regimes
and their relationship are il > iplines relevant

to each shown in the table below
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Onshore Infrastructure
Refinement

Mere we show how we have refined our s
plication boundary (r ion in Principle (PPP)
Our onshore i cated within this red line
this includes un g bles bringing our electricity onshore, a

nd cables to our grid connection

The final area required for
construction and operation
will be less than the red bine
boundary, but we need to
allow for future refinement as

the design process evolves

Planming Permisman = Frocoks
Appiication Boumdary

Omahars Sczpng Baumtary
SeSetation Search Amea Scoping

SEEN - T Proposed
Martle Subetwion Plastoem

Potermially Construned Arsas
Identshed 3t Sczgimy

Lt Typcal conatractise

Cable Corridor Construction
Te comstruct sur Cable ruts we il cliae
s comBimation of cpen Tut tweching sed

weh
Dirsctiomal Oriling (NDO), = ssmwitwe
locations & § Mayor watarTIures and FIad
Ws wre plaoning 3 treochiess lasctall =
o dimurhance iz e Deach ns corw
path snd sles for crossings met s the

ADD 1= WS TEAZ Clmerws ang dwernams

* Semdie S mas fe
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Onshore EIA Output

The EIA identifies potential impacts that may arise from the proposed onshore
development and then considers mitigation measures to reduce or avoid
significant effects. MHere are some of the measures we are considering.

Potential Impact Mitigation

Visusl impact of the sutetazien GmriTime et 4 Eretog W ETIDST YGRS AR CONFIrLS
budzing(x) ot the Sedacape 3nd B 3¢ mew plamtmg 3nC exrTy Bendny 1= Hrovide BEE

vizusl amersty
=gacon © e Seays e g Lrntmg balzg height
smdecpawne catiss $2c 2 ¥ 3nd 4DD kV circuts

Naize 3nd wbaatsn meacta wtracnon [rvemmmertx Maragemest Pla= (COWP) t2 Inclade how nolte and
durieg cznstrucnon and apermicn rEramoe mi Se =avages S © a.g Lmvtng wortong hours

Oper sromal scme ey 4 the RANTITION I Mmeet wrth Srmish Stanawrds
e Anerdeeratres (ounc wronmentyl Mealth O*icer reguirsments
Nowe Tuerw

Cmmiage tc iccal read network ratracmoe T Mragecwrs P

d ditrapboe durng carxtricnon
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Substation

The onshore substation will house transfor
our offshore wind farm to 400 ) tion, underground
cables will run a short distance to the Hurlie Substation r allocated grid

connection point where the energy will then feed into the national grid.

Our onshore substation v consist of either Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS)
or Hybrid Insulated Switchgear (MIS). The substation platform L have a
maximum footprint of 500 m x 300 m and maximum building heights of 15 m.
The exact number, co rats s buildings will be determined in
detailed design, an indicative location is presented here. Landscape and visual
impacts will be taken into account as we refine the design and mitigation,
such as screening, will be considered to avoid or reduce visual impacts.
Screening may include the cre es (mounds), alongside
woodland planting Noise modelling and assessr will inform the equipment
selection and configuration to ensure it meets strict operational noise limits
required by Aberdeenshire Council. The substation design will include the use
of noise barriers and enclosers within the tation. The wider area around
the substation will also include drainage e. stainable Drainage Systems

designed to avoid flood riskc

Bowsyn Scopeng
Substation Seareh  \_
Area

‘ metin CALs mnd Faw 1 W eTwpscee

F.5: Board 5 of PAC 1
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Offshore EIA Aspect

% Bowdun
D ichon

Y

The Offshore Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) identifies potential impacts and effects that may arise from the
construction, operation and maintenance and decommissioning of the proposed offshore infrastructure. The EIA also considers
mitigation measures to avoid or reduce significant effects. Here are some of the potential impacts and associated mitigation
measures we are considering for the design and application. We welcome your feedback

Offshore EIA Aspect Approach/Mitigation

Rizk to se= Sirde s Tz reducs the risk of colmane the Semige 3f e Propcess Derslaoment Clsdes 3 mimimLT M gag =f 30 M Setween the sea level ane
with wind turt e lower cweac ¢ ™e TrTee ades We TEe ~uT 3 EwTe of mooel he ming tursines to
detarmine the 3porIpriats wIs of the wr e e—pac
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Annex G: Information Boards - PAC 2

THISTLE
Who are we? WIND
PARTNERS

TWP is an offshore wind developer founded in 2020 to deliver our two ScotWind
Projects — Ayre and Bowdun, for which we were awarded leases in the Crown
Estate Scotland's ScotWind process. We were founded by a consortium of three
companies - DEME Concessions. Qair and Aspiravi. Our founder companies
work on a wide variety of renewable energy, environmental remediation and
marine Iinfrastructure projects around the world and bring a strong track record
in offshore wind development. The TWP team brings a wealth of Scottish

experience and capability in the fields of engineering and consenting focused

on delivering our ScotWind projects

CAITHNESS

G.1: Board 1 of PAC 2
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Preparation of Environmental Impact Assessment

Environmental Im
assesses the potential sig D¢ n the design from
an environmental perspective, and s ) ional measures

(mitigation) to avoid or re

The onshore and offshore elements of the pro ject to different
consents. The delineation between offshx hore ¢ enting regimes
and their relationship are illustrated below, with the key EIA disciplines relevant

to each shown in the table below
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Onshore Infrastructure }‘ Bowdun
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Onshore EIA Output

The EIA identifies potential impacts that may arise from the proposed onshore
development and then considers mitigation measures to reduce or avoid
significant effects. Here are some of the measures we are considering.

Potential impact Mitigation
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Substation

The onshore substation will
our offshore wind farm to 400 kV m our onshore substation, underground
cables will run a short distance to Hurlie Substation, our allocated grid

connection point where the energy will then feed into the national grid.

Our onshore substation will consist of either Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS)
or Hybrid Insulated Switchgear (MIS). The substation platform will have a
maximum footprint of 500 m x 300 m and maximum building heights of 15 m.
The exact number, configuration and sizes of buildings will be determined in
detailed design, an indicative location is presented here. Landscape and visual
impacts will be taken into account as we refine the design and mitigation,
such as screening, will be considered to avoid or reduce visual impacts
Screening may include the creation of landscape features (mounds), alongside
woodland planting. Noise mod ng and assessment will inform the equipment
selection and configuration to ensure it meets strict operational noise limits
required by Aberdeenshire Council. The subs design will include the use
of noise barriers and enclosers within the substation. The wider area around
the substation will also include drainage e.g Sustainable Drainage Systems

designed to avoid flood risk.

Substation Search \
Area !

THISTLE
WIND
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Your Comments, Our Response

Here are the key i s raised at th : cation Consultation events that we
have been investigating with our techn ams ar e outcomes of those discussions.
Please see our brochure for additional how your feedback has fed into

the design and assessment w

Issues Raised Our Response

Traffic and Transport A Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) and Construction
Logistic Plan (CLF) will be developed containing details of measures
to control, monitor and enforce heavy goods vehicles (HGVs)
movements during construction. This will also include details of
travel routes and accesses to minimise the impacts of construction
traffic on local residents.

To minimise the amount of traffic on the local road network during
construction, temporary haul roads would be installed along the
onshore cable construction corridor to prowide safe access for
construction vebicles. thus reducing the requirement for vehicles
to travel via public highways a5 much as possible. Temporary
construction storage and laydown areas may also be used.

Each public road that would have HGVs travelling on them during
construction would either already be suitable for two-way HGV
movements or be modified in advance of construction to enable this.

Further traffic management plans that need to be approved by
Aberdesnshire Council will specify exact requirements, for example
there may be 2 ban on construction traffic through certain areas.

A construction specific Travel Plan is Jiso proposed to provide

the mechanism to support and promotes shared and sustainable
travel for staff, contractors and visitors travelling to the work sites.
The Travel Plan would seek to encourage workers to access the
site via sustainable travel modes, improwing travel cholces,

and managing sngie occupancy car use The Travel Plan would
aiso indicate the approwved routes to site and the approved

parking locations.

We will undertaks pre-condition surveys of roads prior to
construction to assess and record existing condition and to
inform reinstatement post construction.

We propose collaboration with SSEN; FLS in the Forest, Transport
Scotiand (regarding Trunk Road Use and Abnormal indivisibie
Load (ANL) movemants) and Aberdeenshire Council regarding joint
working, phasing AlL movements and road improvements.

Cumulative A robust camulative impact assessment will be included with the ElA.
The projects assessed will be agreed with the determining authority,
Aberdeenshire Council. and based on applications In the planning
system and other committed development.

Operational Noise We are commited to including embedded measures within the final

(Substation) substation design such as basriers and enclosures to meet noise
Umits required by Aberdeenshire Council (taking cumulative noise
Into account from other noise sources).

w

www._twp_scot f Somdes OFetem Wit Farm N Mhime wid Parmmen [ @TWPscot
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Issues Raised Our Response

Disruption resulting The application will include an outiine Construction Environmental
from Construction Management Plan This will include specific measures to limit noise,
vibration and dust. For example through the selection of quieter
equipment, Umiting working hours, the application of industry
best practice techniques and agpropriate mitigation to reduce and
suppress dust, and the use of temporary mitigation where detalled
design defines 1t as necessarny

Strategic construction phasing, including forestry felling activities,
will occur at the substation to provide screening and Umit loss
of forestry

The cable instaliation along the cable route is completed

sequentially First the topsod and subsoll are stripped and stored,

the haul routes constructed, and trenches dug. The cable ducting

ks then instalied, and the trenches backfilled. The cables would

then be pulled through the ducts. The sequential nature of the work

means that potential disturbance would be localised as the work

progresses along the cable route. Although highty dependent on local

conditions, a reasonable assumption for the progression rate of the

cable instaliation is appradmately 400 m every 4-6 weeks with HDD
cations taking approdimately 12 woeks.

Local Economic TWP are committed to spending £600 million in Scotiand for our
Development Bowdun project and an ambition to increase that to over £1 billion.

The project will creats jobs during construction and operation as
well 25 in the wider supply chain and generate wider economic
benefits, such as increased spending in the local economy and
Investment in the region. The Project is actively supporting local
businesses in overcoming barners to entering the market, we have
been running supply chain events and engaging with local businesses
through ouwr award winning Supply Chain Pathways Program!

Visual impacts Visualisations of the substation and offshore turbines are
presented as part of the PAC 2 events.

The height of the substation bullding has been limited to
'S m to minimise potential visual impacts

Forestry re-planting and retention will be impiemented to
provide further mitigation of visual impacts, as well as providing
biodiversity enhancements.

A sequential instaliat of the cabie route would ensure potential
visual disturbance is | sed and thus minimised as the work
progresses along the cable route.

The visualisations indicate visibility of the substation from
representative viewponts and have boen prepared under a
“‘Worst-case scenario” with 2 masimam 15 m height for any
bulldings within the Substation Search Area This scenario
Slustrates the maamum visibility that might occur from the
Proposed Deveiocpment

Specific measures to mitigate visual effects from construction,
operation and maintenance phases will be developed at the detalled
design stage and agreed with the Council A mixture of approaches
would be utised with the aim to integrate the final structures into
the surrounding landscape. This could include screening for the
substation elements, earthworks to help integrate the substation
nto the landscape and specific building finishes

W

www.twp.scot § e e s e % eTwescot
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Issues Raised Our Response

Landfall The landfall will be constructed using a trenchiess technique.
We are currently exploring suitable options for this work.
Thae instaliation in this area will begin in the offshore cable corridor
and the onshore construction willl be from the agricultural field
adjacent to the landfall avoiding the beach, here a transition joint
bay will be dug and then reinstated to ground level Construction
will be planned to avoid sures of the beach and coastal path.

Substation Lighting The subsiation kghting is to be sensitively designed to Limit amanity
impacts. This will involve iInward facing lighting, timers and limited
use. The substation will be unmanned and only emergency lighting
will be present.

Biodiversity Easeiine ecological surveys, collecting data on protected species
(fauna and flora) ornithology habitats and watercourses undertakerng
the findings to be publizhed in the E1A report.

All habitats subject 1o temporary disturbance durning coastruction,
will be resnstated following the completion of construction and
mitigation proposals include enhancements to existing habitats to
increase local blodiversity

Private Water Supplies PWS within 250 m of excavations required for the final design will be
(Pws) identified in consultation with Aberdeenshire Council and a detalied
risk assesament undertaken seeking to avold impacts on supplies
in line with SEPA guidance. Should 2 significant impact on a PWS
be confirmed, an alternative source of water will be provided. The
Contractor will be required to prepare a supply-specific monitoring
plan and matigation strategy in communication with affected
landowners. At PPP stage properties with 1 km search area have
been inciuded In an mutial screenen

Flocd Risk The substation will be designed to avold increasing flood riskc
The EIA fulk nsiders hydrology and flood risk for each phase
of the onshore infrastructure Le. construction, operation and
deCOMIMUSSIONIng

Future changes resulting from climate changes have been factored
into the flood risk assessment and an Outline Drainage Management
Plan has been produced

Potential WWII Aircraft The nearest reported crash site is 2 Royal Navy Alr Service (RNAS)

Remains and Associated Swordfish Torpedo Bomber (Serial No. P4031) reported as flying into

Contamination Hill of Trusta joutside the Cultural Heritage Study Area) during the
night of the 14 Septamber 1342 No WWII aircraft remains have been
dentified within the Cultural Heritage Study Area for the proposed
development

if praviously unknown WWH a¥craft remains are identified these
would be protected under the Protection of Military Remains Act
1286, Should any such remains be identified additional consultation
with the Ministry of Defence and Aberdeenshire Council would be
undertaken, and 2 Licence would be regquired from the Joint Casualty
and Compassionate Centre before any disturbance of the remains
could be undertaken Where possible, any such remains would be
avoided through design and / or micrositing of associated elements
of the Proposed Development.

if required a detalled remediation strategy for any assoclated

contamination would aiso be submitted to and approved by
Aberdeenshire Council and SEPA prior to works commencing.

N ————
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Offshore EIA Aspect

The Offshore Environmental impact Assessment (EIA) identifies potential impacts and effects that may arise from the
construction, operation and maintenance and decommissioning of the proposed offshore infrastructure. The EIA also considers
mitigation measures to avoid or reduce significant effects. Here are some of the potential impacts and associated mitigation
measures we are considering for the design and application. We welcome your feedback.

Offshore EIA Aspect Approach/Mitigation
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Annex H: Formal Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) 1

Event Brochure

THISTLE WIND

PARTNERS Formal Pre-Application-Consultation (PAC) Events

PAC Events 1
Thursday 245t August 2025
Johnshaven Village Hall
2:00pm - 7:00pm

Friday 22nd August 2025

Johnshaven Village Hall
2:00pm - 7:00pm

PAC Events 2
Thursday 2nd October 2025
Drumlithie Bowling Club
2:00pm - 7:00pm

Friday 3rd October 2025
Drumlithie Bowling Club
2:00pm - 7:00pm

H.1: Front Page of PAC 1 Brochure
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Using this Document

TWP are holding a series of formal Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) events to share our
proposals regarding the Onshore Infrastructure for the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm. This
includes underground cables and a new Bowdun Onshore Substation near SSEN-Transmission's

proposed Hurlie Substation, our grid connection point.

In this brochure, you will find information about cur company, the proposed plans for the

Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm as well as the al qutputs from ocur Envirenmental Impact

Assessment.

How to Provide Feedback

There are four ways that you can provide feedback and comments to us:

T @nline via the feedback form in the virtual exhibition room which is located at:
hitps:Vervww thistiewindpartners scot/bowdun firtual-rogm/:

2) Pick up a paper form to fill out and hand it to a member of the project team
(if attending cne of aur local events);

1) By filling in form at the end of our brochure and posting it to
Thistle Wind Partners, Capital Building, 12-13 5t Andrew Sguare, Edinburgh, EH2 2ZAF; and

4) By emailing your feedback to our Stakeholder Engagement Manager Kirsty MacAulay,

macaulaydtepscat

Persans wishing to make commients on the proposals can do so before the 17th October 2025.

At this stage any comments are representations to the Developer, not Aberdeenshire Council
There will be the opportunity to make representations to Aberdeenshire Council once an

application is submitted.

H.2: Page 1 of PAC 1 Brochure
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P Bowdun
A Offshore Wind Farm

Project Background

Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm will be located 38 km {c.24 miles) off the coast of Aberdeenshire,
and comprises infrastructure bath anshore and offshore. The wind farm array area is located
within ocur Scotwind lease aption area. This area is where the affshore infrastructure required ta
generate electricity will be constructed (including wind turbines, offshore substation platform{s}
and inter-array cables). Export cables will connect the offshare infrastructure to cur proposad
pnshore substation {the Bowdun Substation]} in Fetteresso forest. The export cables will come
ashiore ar “landfall’ near Benholm, Aberdeenshire and run underground for approximately 22
km to the Bowdun Substation. At the substation the electricity veltage will be converted fram
220/276 kV to 400 kW as required by the National Grid. Underground cables will connect the
Bowdun Substation to the planned Hurlie Substation for onwards transmission of the electricity

into the National Grid.

Who We Are

TWP is an offshore wind developer founded in 2020 to deliver aur two ScotWind Projects - Ayre
and Bowdun, for which we were awarded leases in Crown Estate Scotland’s ScotWind precess.
wWe were founded by a consortium of three companies - DEME Coancessions, Qair and Aspiravi.
Dwr founder companies work on a wide variety of renewakle energy, environmental remediation
and marine infrastructure projects around the world, and bring a strang track record in offshore
wind development. The TWP team brings a wealth of Scottish experience and capability in the
fields of engineering and consenting focused on delivering our projects.

4 DEME

—_— COMECESSIONS

Q 0 i r #"AI sp:rln.w

H.3: Page 2 and 3 of PAC 1 Brochure

TWP-BOW-JCB-CON-RPT-00001

THISTLE
WIND
PARTNERS

Need for the Project

Offshore wind plays a central role in Scotland’s net-zera journey and is key to realising the
econamic cppartunity of the global energy transitien in Scotland. The Scottish Government has
set out ambitious targets in relation to offshore wind, because offshare wind is established and
a proven part of the mix of technologies that power cur energy systems. Offshore wind is key
to decarbonise the Mational Grid by 2036 and suppart the UK goal to achieve net-zera by 2080,
Bowdun will play a significant role in meeting these energy targets through the supply of 1
GW of renewable power, sufficient to power 1.2 million homes. Scotland already excels in
innovation in offshore renewable energy, being home to the world's first floating offshore wind
farm, Hywind Scotland, off the coast of Peterhead, and the EMEC Wave and Tidal Energy test
sites in Orkney. There is a real cpportunity for Scotland to grasp a first-mover advantage in
developing the goods, services and innovative Intellectual Property for a fast-growing global
offshare renewable energy market, placing Scotland on the global stage. By harnessing our rich
resource of renewable energy, we can ensure better energy security for people in Scotland and

beyond, reducing dependence on fluctuating international markets and related price increases.

400 kv cabla

Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm

Approxienibly
Dffshore T0 km subsea oifshore
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The Development Process

The onshore and offshore elements of the project are subject to different consents but follow the

same steps in the development process set out below.

1. Site Selection

Our offshore site was awarded in the ScotWind leasing round in 2022 and is leased from Crown Estate
Scotland. The ScotWind sites were identified in the Scottish Government’s Sectoral Marine Plan for
Offshore Wind Energy, based on number of factors including wind rescurce, minimising of environmental
impact, proximity to other infrastructure and cognisance of other marine users. The location of our
enshore infrastructure is driven by our allocated grid connection paoint, which is determined by the
Hational Energy System Operator [NESO). We have undertaken a rigorous site selection process,
informed by environmental and engineering assessments to identify a suitable landfall, cable corridar
and substation location to reach our grid connection point allocated by NESO at SSEM-Transmission's

proposed Hurlie substation.

2. Scoping

Due to the nature and scale of our project there is a legislative requirement for us to undertake an
Environmental iImpact Assessment (EIA) for both the onshare and offshore aspects. To support the
ElA process, Scoping Reports (separate onshore and offshare) were produced gutlining the proposed
approach to the project development and the ElAs to be undertaken. These Scoping Reports were
submitted to Aberdeenshire Council and the Scottish Government's Marine Directorate - Licensing and
Operations Team (MD-LOT) respectively, to obtain scoping opinions detailing the scope of the ElAs. The
Elas are then produced in line with the Scoping Opinions issued by MD-LOT and the Council.

3. Environmental Data Collection

Since 2022 we have had specialists conducting desk-based assessments and on site surveys to support
site selection and identification of corridors and infrastructure locations onshore and offshore, as
well as to support understanding of the environmental baseline. This has included extensive ground

investigations, geophysical surveys, LiDAR, ecological and arnithological surveys.

Offshore Consent Application Area
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4. Preparation of EIA

An EIA of the Onshare Infrastructure is required under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) [Scotland) Regulations 2017 (as amended). The purpose of the ElA is to identify
the likely significant effects on the physical, biological, and human environment during construction,
operation and maintenance and decommissioning.

The ElA process provides a valuable cpportunity to avoid or reduce potential environmental impacts
through design refinement. Environmental constraints and issues are identified through consultation,
extensive environmental surveys and technical assessments. The information gathered is then
used to inform decision-making throughout the design process, providing opportunities to address
patentially significant impacts where practicable, for example by refinement of route alignment or

by the incorporation of measures to avoid or reduce potential adverse impacts.

5. Submission of Consent Applications

For the offshore infrastructure we will apply to MD-LOT for a Marine Licence and consent under
Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1985, For the onshore infrastructure we will apply to Aberdeenshire
Council for planning permission in principle under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1887,

6. Consideration & Determination of the Applications
Aberdeenshire Council will consider and determine the application for Planning Permissian in

Principle for the onshore infrastructure. The Marine Directorate will consider and determine our

offshore Marine Licence and Section 36 application on behalf of Scottish Ministers.
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Onshore Infrastructure Refinement

Since 2022 we have been working to identify potential landfall sites along the Aberdeenshire
Coast to reach to a grid connection point determined by NESO. Our objectives were to identify a
landfall site, cable corridor and a substation site which are technically and economically viable,
and and limit the disturbance to the environment and local people, whilst meeting technical

requirements for our infrastructure.

A number of options were identified, and we undertook a constraints analysis to refine the
options. We mapped environmental and technical constraints (such as Special Protection Areas,
Designated Heritage Assets, Local Nature Conservation Sites, challenging topography and local
infrastructure including underground gas pipelines, the Forties Oil Pipeline and existing overhead
lines) within a Scoping Boundary (blue). This allowed us to identify early areas that should ideally
be avoided as well as potential suitable substation and landfall sites. This was presented to the
public in October 2024 at a series of public information days at venues in Mearns and Stonehaven,
specifically Gourdon, Drumlithie and Stonehaven. The aim of these events was to receive feedback
on our Scoping Boundary and Substation Area of Search {orange) as well as gain local knowledge
to inform site refinement. This information was fed into the design process and further constraint

analysis work undertaken to narrow the cable corridor and select a preferred substation location.

Since our public information days, we 4
have completed technical assessment
work and taken account feedback received
from local people and stakeholders
including Aberdeenshire Council, Scottish
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA),
Historic  Environment  Scotland  and
NatureScot. We have also attended a
number of local community events to
engage members of the public including
Stonchaven’s Feein” Market in 2023, 2024

Onshore substation

TWP has been allocated a grid connection by NESO at SSEN-Transmission's proposed Hurlie
Substation. The onshore cables that will transmit power from the offshore wind farm and run north
from the landfall point near Benholm to the Bowdun Substation location within Fetteresso Forest,
all onshore cables will be underground. The onshore substation will house transformers converting
the voltage from our offshore wind farm to 400 kV, as required for transmission into the National
Grid. From our onshore substation, 400 kV underground cables will run a short distance to the
Hurlie Substation, here the energy will then feed into the National Grid. One of the key criteria for
the Bowdun onshore substation location is the proximity to the grid connection peint. Ofgem as
regulator of the energy market demands that we keep the build and maintenance costs of cables
down in order to avoid passing on costs to the consumer, so proximity to the grid connection point
is a key consideration.

Our onshore substation will consist of either Gas Insulated Switchgear (GiS) or Hybrid Insulated
Switchgear (HIS). The substation platform will have a maximum footprint of 500 m x 300 m and
maximum building heights of 15 m. The exact number, configuration and sizes of buildings will
be determined in detailed design, an indicative location is presented here. Landscape and visual
impacts will be taken into account as we refine the design and mitigation, such as screening, will

be considered to avoid or reduce visual impacts. Screening may include the creation of landscape

features ( ds), alongsid dland planting. Noise modelling and assessment will inform the
equipment selection and configuration to ensure it meets strict operational noise limits required by
Aberdeenshire Council. The substation design will include the use of noise barriers and enclosers
within the substation. The wider area around the substation will also include drainage e.g.

Sustainable Drainage Systems designed to avoid flood risk.

Following completion of the works, the substation will be unmanned and will be visited intermittently
for monitoring, maintenance and health and safety checks. Maintenance works will be required
during the lifetime of the substation. The underground cables will be routinely checked to ensure

operational and safety requirements are maintained.

and 2025, and the Gourdan Party in the Park
2025, of which TWP were headline sponsors. ,
The proposed Appl n dary (red) )

presents the narrower refined corridor 7 Yo
in which our onshore infrastructure will

be located. The boundary constrains the

praject in the first of a multi-stage consent

process. The constructed development

footprint will be smaller, following further

design refinement and subject to morc | TIRERT,

constraints mapping
and the red line
boundary

d led and ag t with

the Council should planning permission in
principle be granted.
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Legend
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Onshore Environmental Impact Assessment Output

impacts on Flood Risk and Drainage to include L of
ses drainage sy (SuDSs).
Our consultants have undertaken several surveys collecting data on heritage assets, ecology, CEMP and Control Plan.

noise and traffic within the application boundary and adjoining areas. These data have fed into Use of trenchless crossing construction tachniques such as HDD
our EIA to provide a baseline on which to assess potential impacts that may arise from the
proposed d The EIA identifies p i i

under major river crossings.

impacts that may arise and then
considers mitigation measures to avoid, reduce or offset significant effects. Here are some
of the measures we are considering incorporating into the proposed development design and
construction methodology. We welcome your feedback on these measures to inform the design

and development process.

Visual impact of of g d during construction.
the substation Provision of new planting and earth bunding to provide visual screening.
bullding(s) Embedded mitigation in the design o.g. limiting building heights to 2 maximum
on the landscape of 16m and underground cables for 220/275 kV and 400 kV circuits. g = » s
and visual amenity impacts on d of areas L ancient dland and ancient
forestry and veteran trees.
Noise and vibration Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) to include how noise and d diand Plans post construction.
impacts during vibration will be managed during construction e.g. limiting working hours Arboricultural Method Statements to protect trees during construction.
construction and and management of construction plant.
operation . 9 1 2
Operational nolse limits for the substation to mest with British Standards Impacts on birds, Restricted working hours at particular sensitive periods e.g. breeding bird season.
and Aberd hire Council's Envi L Health Officer requirements. o
wilafife, aod other Species and Habitat Protection Plans.
Nosie barriers and es within the sub habitats during )
Ecological Clerk of Works monitoring during construction.
construction and
Damag to tocal Construction Traffic Management Plan. operation Habitat creation and biodiversity enhancement.
road network and Specified transpart routes for construction. Trenchless crossing construction Restoration Repl gand c °y ing

disruption duriag techniques such as HOD under main roads.
construction. : ) ) . - impacts on Avoidance of known heritage assets where possible.
Dedicated haul roads within the project boundary to avoid using public

Archaeology Non-invasive and invasive archaeological investigations.

roads where possible.

and Cultural

Heritage Archaeological Clerk of Works monitoring during construction.

Damage to CEMP to include soil resource management during construction.

agricultural land Restoration of agricultural land following construction of underground cables.

Biosecurity measures.

E with s at all stages.

H.7: Page 10 and 11 of PAC 1 Brochure
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Feedback Form

We wel your on our pi

P at this stage. You can send us your comments by:

Q4. How would you describe your reaction to the following (please circle)
Filling out this form and

i) handing it to a member of the project team (if attending one of our local events)

Are you in favour of renewables? Yes No Neutral
i) posting it to Thistle Wind Partners, Capital Building, 12-13 St And Square, Edi gh, EH2 2AF
iin) ling it to our C E Kirsty lay, k. macay scot- or Are you in favour of this development? Yes No Neutral
E y Engag 3
Fill out the online feedback form in the virtual exhibition room which is located Are you in favour of offshare wind farms? Yes No Neutral
https:lf thistlewindpartners scot/bowdun/virtual-room/:
About You

Persons wishing to make comments on the proposals can do so before the 17th October 2025. Please tell us a bit about yourself so we can capture views from across the community.

This will help us to ensure we are hing a wide audi with our
At this stage on the develop are rep: to the developer, not
Aberdeenshire Council. There will be the opportunity to make repr i to the p ing Qs' Which catagory bast describes yoi (plaass circle)
thorit: lication bmitted.
ke B e o e Member of the public Landowner Marine User
Q’. What are the key things you are concerned about with our development (please circle). Stakeholder Tourist Other
Noise Flooding Heritage Fisheries Q6.  what is your postcode
Landscape/Visual Traffic Water Environment Other (detail below)

Q7. Have you been to previous events or exhibitions run by TWP? (please circle)
Ecology Mitigation Tourism

Yes No

Qs. How old are you? (please circle)

Under 16 years 26 - 29 years 30-44 years 45-59 years

Sl L 2 ’ 60-74 years 75 years and over
Qz. What types of mitigation would you like us to consider to reduce the impact of the onshare

components of the project? For example, this could include things like: landscaping, planting
. % . L1 MK . QS. If you would like to receive project updates, please provide an email or postal address.
woadland or parkland, design sugg for the sub L fe and habitat

conservation or enhancement, access routes, and road improvements, etc.

Name

Email

Address

£

Q3. Do you have any ifi or i about the proposed Onshore
Infrastructure for the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm?

12

H.8: Page 12 and 13 of PAC 1 Brochure
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Community Engagement Manager
Allan Tait,
atait@twp.scot

Stakeholder Engagement Manager
Kirsty MacAulay
: caulavatwp. scot

You can also visit our website
at www.twp.scot to view our
information portal and FAQs on
the onshore infrastructure in
Aberdeenshire.

" "“\\\\ s

Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm

Thistle Wind Partners

X @TWPScot
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Annex I: Formal Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) 2

Event Brochure

THISTLE WIND

PARTNERS Formal Pre-Application-Consultation (PAC) Events

PAC Events 1
Thursday 21st August 2025
Johnshaven Village Hall
2:00pm - 7:00pm

Friday 22nd August 2025

Drumlithie Bowling Club
2:00pm - 7:00pm

PAC Events 2
Thursday 2nd October 2025
Johnshaven Village Hall
2:00pm - 7:00pm

Friday 3rd October 2025
Drumlithie Bowling Club
2:00pm - 7:00pm

1.1: Front Page of PAC 2 Brochure
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Contents Using this Document

1. Using This Document TWP are holding a series of formal Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) events to share our
proposals regarding the Onshore Infrastructure for the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm. This
2. Project Background includes underground cables and a new Bowdun Onshore Substation near SSEN-Transmission's
prapesed Hurlie Substation, our grid connection paint.
4. The Development Process
In this brochure, you will find information about our company, the proposed plans for the
6. Onshere Infrastructure Refinement Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm as well as the initial cutputs from our Envirenmental Impact

i Assessment.
T Onshore Substation

- Map
How to Provide Feedback

10. Onshore Environmental Impact Assessment Output
There are four ways that you can provide feedback and comments to us:

12.  Feedback form 1) Online via the fesdback form in the virtual axhibition reom which is located at:

Back Cover. TWP Contacts i i i . f i : I
2) Pick up a paper form to fill out and hand it to a member of the project team

(if attending one of our local events):

1) By filling in form at the end of our brochure and posting it to
Thistle Wind Partners, Capital Building, 12-13 St Andrew Square, Edinburgh, EH2 2AF; and

4) By emailing your feedback to our Stakeholder Engagement Manager Kirsty Macaulay,

macaulay@twp scot
Persons wishing to make comments on the proposals can do so before the 17th October 2025.
At this stage any comments are representations to the Developer, not Aberdeenshire Council.

There will be the opportunity to make representations to Aberdeenshire Council once an

application is submitted.

1.2: Page 1 of PAC 2 Brochure
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P Bowdun
A Offshore Wind Farm

Project Background

Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm will be located 38 km {c.24 miles) off the coast of Aberdeenshire,
and comprises infrastructure bath anshore and affshore. The wind farm array area is located
within gur ScotWind lease option area. This area is where the offshore infrastructure reguired ta
generate electricity will be constructed (including wind turbines, offshore substation platfarm(s}
and inter-array cables). Expart cables will connect the offshore infrastructure to cur proposed
enshore substation (the Bowdun Substation} in Fetteresso forest. The export cables will come
ashaore or “landfall” near 8enholm, aAberdeenshire and run underground for approximately 22
km to the Bowdun Substation. At the substation the electricity voltage will be corverted from
2204275 kY to 400 kW as required by the Mational Grid. Underground cables will connect the
Bowdun Substation to the planned Hurlie Substation for onwards transmission of the slectricity

into the National Grid.

Whe We Are

TWP is an offshore wind developer founded in 2020 to deliver gur two ScotWind Projects - Ayre
and Bowdun, fer which we were awarded leases in Crown Estate Scotland’s ScotWind process.
we were founded by a consortium of three companies - DEME Concessions, Qair and Aspiravi.
Cur founder companies work on a wide variety of renewable energy, environmental remediation
and marine infrastructure projects around the werld, and bring a strang track record in offshore
wind development. The TW# team brings a wealth of Scottish experience and capability in the

fields of engineering and consenting focused on delivering our projects.

& DEME

= COMCESSIBNE

Q Q i r ""AI sp:rln_w
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Need for the Project

Offshore wind plays a central role in Scotland’s net-zera journey and is key to realising the
econamic oppartunity of the global energy transition in Scotland. The Scottish Government has
set out ambitious targets in relation to offshore wind, because offshore wind is established and
a proven part of the mix of technologies that power our energy systems. Offshore wind is key
to decarbonise the National Grid by 2035 and suppaort the UK goal to achieve net-zero by 2080,
Eowdun will play a significant role in meeting these energy targets through the supply of 1
GW of renewable power, sufficient to power 1.2 million homes. Scotland already excels in
innovation in offshere renewable energy, being home to the world's first floating offshare wind
farm, Hywind Scotland, off the coast of Peterhead, and the EMEC ‘Wave and Tidal Energy test
sites in Orkney. There is a real oppartunity for Scotland to grasp a first-mower advantage in
develaping the goods, services and innovative Intellectual Property for a fast-growing global
offshare renewable energy market, placing Scotland on the global stage. By harnessing our rich
resaurce of renewable energy, we can ensure better energy security for people in Scotland and

beyond. reducing dependence on fluctuating international markets and related price increases.

Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm

TO ki saibsaa oMshore
unport cable sorridor
with space far g e

3 anpart cably
eircite

Offshore
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The Development Process

The onshore and offshore elements of the project are subject to different consents but follow the
same steps in the development process set out below.

1. Site Selection

Our offshore site was awarded in the ScotWind leasing round in 2022 and is leased from Crown Estate
Scotland. The ScotWind sites were identified in the Scottish Gowernment’s Sectoral Marine Plan faor
Offshore Wind Energy, based on number of factors including wind resgurce, minimising of environmental
impact, proximity to ather infrastructure and cognisance of other marine users. The location of our
onshore infrastructure is driven by our allocated grid connection paint, which is determined by the
Mational Emergy Systemn Operator (NESO). We have undertaken a rigorous site selection process,
infarmed by envirenmental and engineering assessments to identify a suitable landfall, cable corridar
and substation location to reach our grid connection peint allocated by MNESO at SSEN-Transmission's
proposed Hurlie substation.

2. Scoping

Due to the nature and scale of our project there is a legislative requirement for us to undertake an
Environmental impact Assessment (EIA) for both the onshare and offshore aspects. To support the
ElA process, Scaping Reports (separate onshore and offshore) were produced outlining the proposed
approach to the project dewelopment and the ElAs to be undertaken. These Scoping Reports were
submitted to Aberdeenshire Council and the Scottish Government's Marine Directorate = Licensing and
Dperations Team [MD-LOT) respectively, to obtain scoping opinions detailing the scope of the Elas. The
ElAs are then preduced in line with the Scoping Opinions issued by MD-LOT and the Council.

3. Environmental Data Collection

Since 2022 we have had specialists conducting desk-based assessments and on site surveys to support
site selection and identification of corridars and infrastructure locations onshore and offshore. as
well as to support understanding of the environmantal baseline. This has included extensive ground
investigations, gecphysical surveys, LiDAR, ecological and arnithological surveys.

Offshore Consent Application Area
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4. Preparation of EIA

An EIA of the Onshare Infrastructure is required under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (as amended). The purpese of the ElA is to identify
the likely significant effects on the physical, bislogical, and human environment during canstruction,

operation and maintenance and decommissioning.

The EIA process pravides a valuable opportunity to avoid or reduce potential environmental impacts
through design refinement. Environmental constraints and issues are identified through consultation,
extensive environmental surveys and technical assessments. The information gathered is then
used to inform decision-making throughout the design process, providing opportunities to address
patentially significant impacts where practicable, for example by refinement of route alignment or

by the incorporation of measures to avoid or reduce potential adverse impacts.

5. Submission of Consent Applications

For the offshare infrastructure we will apply to MD-LOT for a Marine Licence and consent under
Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1985, For the onshore infrastructure we will apply to Aberdeenshire
Council for planning permission in principle under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1987,

6. Consideration & Determination of the Applications
Aberdesnshire Council will consider and determine the application for Planning Permission in

Principle for the enshore infrastructure. The Marine Directorate will consider and determine our
offshore Marine Licence and Section 36 application on behalf of Scottish Ministers.

Intertidal Area
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|
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Onshore Infrastructure Refinement

Since 2022 we have been working to identify potential landfall sites along the Aberdeenshire
Coast to reach to a grid connection point determined by NESO. Our objectives were to identify a
landfall site, cable corridor and a substation site which are technically and economically viable,
and and limit the disturbance to the environment and local people, whilst meeting technical

requirements for our infrastructure.

A number of options were identified, and we undertook a constraints analysis to refine the
options. We mapped environmental and technical constraints (such as Special Protection Areas,
Designated Heritage Assets, Local Nature Conservation Sites, challenging topography and local
infrastructure including underground gas pipelines, the Forties Oil Pipeline and existing overhead
lines) within a Scoping Boundary (blue). This allowed us to identify early areas that should ideally
be avoided as well as potential suitable substation and landfall sites. This was presented to the
public in October 2024 at a series of public information days at venues in Mearns and Stonehaven,
specifically Gourdon, Orumlithie and Stonehaven. The aim of these events was to receive feedback
on our Scoping Boundary and Substation Area of Search (orange) as well as gain local knowledge
to inform site refinement. This information was fed into the design process and further constraint
analysis work undertaken to narrow the cable corridor and select a preferred substation location.

Since our public information days, we [ )
have completed technical assessment
work and taken account feedback received
from local people and stakeholders
including Aberdeenshire Council, Scottish
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA),
Historic Environment  Scotland  and
NatureScot. We have also attended a
number of local community events to
engage members of the public including
Stonehaven’s Feein’ Market in 2023, 2024

Onshore substation

TWP has been allocated a grid connection by NESO at SSEN-Transmission's proposed Hurlie
Substation. The onshore cables that will transmit power from the offshore wind farm and run north
from the landfall point near Benholm to the Bowdun Substation location within Fetteresso Forest,
all onshore cables will be underground. The onshere substation will house transformers converting
the voltage from our offshore wind farm to 400 kV, as required for transmission into the National
Grid. From our onshore substation, 400 kV underground cables will run a short distance to the
Hurlie Substation, here the energy will then feed into the National Grid. One of the key criteria for
the Bowdun onshore substation location is the proximity to the grid connection point. Ofgem as
regulator of the energy market demands that we keep the build and maintenance costs of cables
down in order to avoid passing on costs to the consumer, so proximity to the grid connection point

is a key consideration.

Our onshore substation will consist of either Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) or Hybrid Insulated
Switchgear (HIS). The substation platform will have a maximum footprint of 500 m x 300 m and
maximum building heights of 15 m. The exact number, configuration and sizes of buildings will
be determined in detailed design, an indicative location is presented here. Landscape and visual
impacts will be taken into account as we refine the design and mitigation, such as screening, will

be considered to avoid or reduce visual impacts. Screening may include the creation of landscape

features ds), alongside dland planting. Noise modelling and assessment will inform the
equipment selection and configuration to ensure it meets strict operational noise limits required by
Aberdeenshire Council The substation design will include the use of noise barriers and enclosers
within the substation. The wider area around the substation will also include drainage e.g.

Sustainable Drainage Systems designed to avoid flood risk.

Following completion of the works, the substation willbe unmanned and will be visited intermittently
for monitoring, maintenance and health and safety checks. Maintenance works will be required
during the lifetime of the substation. The underground cables will be routinely checked to ensure

operational and safety requirements are maintained.

and 2025, and the Gourdon Party in the Park

2025, of which TWF were headline sponsors.

The proposed Application Boundary (red) J
presents the narrower refined corridor ¢

in which our onshore infrastructure will

be located. The boundary constrains the
project in the first of a multi-stage consent
process. The constructed development
footprint will be smaller, following further
design refinement and subject to more Schematic illustrating
detailed assessments and agreement with constraints mapping
and the red line
boundary

the Council should planning permission in
principle be granted.
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Onshore Environmental Impact Assessment Output

Our consultants have undertaken several surveys collecting data on heritage assets, ecology,

noise and traffic within the application boundary and adjoining areas. These data have fed into

our EIA to provide a baseline on which to assess potential impacts that may arise from the

proposed development. The EIA identifies potential significant impacts that may arise and then

considers mitigation measures to avoid, reduce or offset significant effects. Here are some

of the measures we are considering incorporating into the proposed development design and

construction methodology. We welcome your feedback on these measures to inform the design

and development process.

Visual impact of
the substation
building(s)

on the landscape
and visual amenity

Noise and vibration
impacts during
construction and
operation

Damage to local
road network and
disruption during
construction.

nt of exi g veg d during construction.

Provision of new planting and earth bunding to provide visual screening.

Embedded mitigation in the design e.g. limiting building heights to a maximum
of 15m and underground cables for 220/275 kV and 400 kV circuits.

Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) to include how noise and
vibration will be managed during construction e.g. limiting working hours

and management of construction plant.

Operational noise limits for the substation to meet with British Standards

and Aberdeenshire Council's Environmental Health Officer requirements.

Nosie barriers and enclosures within the substation.

Construction Traffic Management Plan.

Specified transport routes for construction. Trenchless crossing construction

technigques such as HDD under main roads.

Dedicated haul roads within the project boundary to avoid using public

roads where possible.

impacts on

watercourses

impacts on

forestry

impacts on birds,
wildlife, and other
habitats during
construction and
operation

impacts on
Archaeology
and Cultural
Heritage

Damage to

agricultural land

THISTLE
WIND
PARTNERS

Flood Risk and D ge A to includ. L o

t ble drainage sy (SuDSs).

CEMP and Control Plan.

Use of trenchless crossing construction techniques such as HDD

under major river crossings.

Avoidance of sensitive areas including ancient woodland and ancient
and veteran trees.

diand M.

Plans post construction.

Arbori | Method

s to protect trees during construction.

Restricted working hours at particular sensitive periods e.g. breeding bird season.
Species and Habitat Protection Plans.

Ecological Clerk of Works monitoring during construction.

Habitat creation and bicdiversity enhancement.

Restoration Replant: and

y planting.

Avoidance of known heritage assets where possible.

Non-i ive and i ive arch logical

Archaeological Clerk of Works monitoring during construction.

CEMP to include soil resource management during construction.
Restoration of agricultural land following construction of underground cables.
Biosecurity measures.

with land:

s at all stages.

1.7: Page 10 and 11 of PAC 2 Brochure

TWP-BOW-JCB-CON-RPT-00001 Page 95



Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm, Onshore Infrastructure THISTLE
Pre-Application Consultation Report PAII‘R’TIII\l\lE%S

Feedback Form

We wel your on our prop at this stage. You can send us your comments by: 04 i 1d 3 h ing (ple ircle)
. ow would you your to the fi g (please circle;

Filling out this form and
i) handing it to a member of the project team (if attending one of our local events) Are you in favour of renewables? Yes No Neutral
i) posting it to Thistle Wind Partners, Capital Building, 12-13 St Andrew Square, Edinburgh, EH2 2AF
i) iling it to our C y ger Kirsty MacAulay, kmacay scot: or Are you in favour of this development? Yes No Neutral
Fill out the online feedback form in the virtual exhibition room which is located Are you in favour of offshore wind farms? Yes No Neutral
httos: Vvewe inor bowdun/victual-coom/;

About You
Persons wishing to make on the prop can do so before the 17th October 2025. Please tell us a bit about yourself so we can capture views from across the community.

This will help us to ensure we are ing a wide i with our
At this stage on the are rep; to the per, not
Aberdeenshire Council There will be the opportunity to make rep to the p ing Q5. Vehich category best describes you (please circle)
suthority ogcm anspplication fa submited. Member of the public Landowner Marine User

Q1. What are the key things you are concerned about with our development (please circle). Stakeholder Tourist Other
Noise Flooding Heritage Fisheries Q6.  what is your postcode
Landscape/Visual Traffic Water Environment Other {detail below)
Q7. Have you been to previous events or exhibitions run by TWP? (please circle)

Ecology Mitigation Tourism

Yes No

Qs. How cold are you? (please circle)

Under 16 years 26 - 29 years 30-44 years 45-59 years

Sl s E 3 z 60-74 years 75 years and over
Qz. What types of mitigation would you like us to consider to reduce the impact of the onshore

components of the project? For example, this could include things like: landscaping, planting Q9 b il i s e T i o G S oS R
. u woul 5 -

woodland or parkland, design i for the 3 ildil wildlife and habitat

conservation or enhancement, access routes, and road improvements, etc.

Name
Email
Address
Q3. 0o you have any ifi or i about the proposed Onshore
fi for the of Wind Farm?
12 13
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Community Engagement Manager
Allan Tait,
atait@twp.scot

Stakeholder Engagement Manager
Kirsty MacAulay

You can also visit our website
at www.twp.scot to view our
information portal and FAQs on
the onshore infrastructure in
Aberdeenshire.

www.twp.scot

Ty
'&‘\‘_
WIND SRS

X df . /,,
Al

f Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm

in Thistle Wind Partners

X @Twpscot
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Your Comments, Our Response
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P Bowdun
A Offshore Wind Farm

Here are the key issues raised at the Augist 2025 Pre-Application Consultation events that we have been investigating with our technical teams and the outcomes of those

discussions.

Issues Ralsed

Our Response

Traffic and
Transport

A Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) and Censtruction Logistic Plan (CLP) will be developed containing details of measures to control, manitor and enforce
heavy goods vehicles (HGWs) movements during construction. This will also include details of travel routes and accesses to minimise the impacts of construction traffic on
local residents. To minimise the amount of traffic on the local road network during construction, temperary haul roads would be installed along the cnshore cable construction
comidor to provide safe access for construction vehicles, thus reducing the requirement for vehicles to fravel via public highways as much as possible. Temperary construction
storage and laydown areas may alsoc be used. Each public road that would have HGVs travelling on them during construction would either already be suitable for two-way
HGV movements or be madified in advance of construction to enable this. Further traffic management plans that need to be approved by Aberdeenshire Council will specify
exact reguirements, for example there may be a ban on construction traffic through certain areas. A construction specific Travel Plan is also proposed to provide the
mechanism to support and promote shared and sustainable travel for staff, contractors and visitors fravelling to the work sites. The Travel Plan would seek to encourage
workers to access the site via sustainable travel modes, improving travel choices, and managing single occupancy car use. The Travel Plan would also indicate the approved
routes to site and the approved parking locations. We will undertake pre-condition surveys of reads prior to construction to assess and record existing condition and fo inform
reinstatement post construction.

We propose collaboration with SSEN; FLS in the Forest, Transport Scofland (regarding Trunk Road Use and Abnormal Indivisible Load (AIL) movements) and Aberdeenshire
Council regarding joint working, phasing, AIL movements and road improvements.

Cumulative

A robust cumulative impact assessment will be included with the ElA. The projects assessed will be agreed with the determining authority, Aberdeenshire Council, and based
on applications in the planning system and other committed development.

Onshore
Substation Impacts
(Operational Moise
and Lighting)

'We are commited to including embedded measures within the final substation design such as barriers and enclosures to meet noise limits required by Aberdeenshire Council
(taking cumulative noige into account from other noise scurces).

The substation lighting is to be sensitively designed to limit amenity impacts. This will involve inward facing lighting, timers and limited use. The substation will be unmanned
and only emergency lighting will be present.

Disruption resulting
from Construction

The application will include an outline Construction Environmental Management Plan. This will include specific measures to limit noise, vibration and dust. For example
through the selection of quieter equipment, limiting working hours, the application of industry best practice technigues and appropriate mitigation to reduce and suppress
dust, and the use of temporary mitigation where detailed design defines it as necessary.

The cable installation along the cable route is completed sequentially. First, the topsocil and subsoil are sfripped and stored, the haul routes constructed, and frenches dug.
The cable ducting is then installed, and the trenches backfilled. The cables would then be pulled through the ducts. The sequential nature of the work means that potential
disturbance weould be localised as the work progresses along the cable route. Although highly dependent on local conditions, a reascnable assumption for the progression
rate of the cable installation is approximately 400 m every 4-6 weeks with HDD locations taking approximately 12 weeks.

Local Economic
Development

TWP are committed to spending £600 million in Scotland for our Bowdun project and an ambitien to increase that to over £1 billion.

The project will create jobs during construction and operation as well as in the wider supply chain and generate wider economic benefits, such as increased spending in the
local econemy and investment in the region. The Project is actively supporting local businesses in overcoming barriers to entering the market, we have been running supply
chain events and engaging with local businesses through cur award winning Supply Chain Pathways Pregramme.

110: PAC 2 Brochure
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Our Response

Visual Impacts

‘Visualisations of the substation and offshore turbines are presented as part of the PAC 2 events. These indicate visibility of the substation from representative viewpoints and
have been prepared under a ‘worst-case scenarnio’ with a maximum 15 m height for any buildings within the Substation Search Area. This scenario illustrates the maximum
visibility that might occur from the Proposed Development.

The height of the substation building has been limited t2 15 m to minimise potential visual impacts. Forestry re-planting and retention will be implemented to provide further
mitigation of visual impacts, as well as providing biodiversity enhancements.

A sequential installation of the cable route would ensure potential visual disturbance is localised and thus minimised as the work progresses along the cable route.
Specific measures to mitigate visual effects from construction, operation and maintenance phases will be developed at the detailed design stage and agreed with the Council.

A mixture of approaches would be utilised with the aim to integrate the final structures into the surrounding landscape. This could include screening for the substation
elements, earthworks to help integrate the substation into the landscape and specific building finishes.

Landfall

The landfall will be constructed using a trenchless technique. We are currently explering suitable options for this work.
The installation in this area will begin in the offshore cable corridor and the onshore construction will be from the agricultural field adjacent to the landfall avoiding the beach,
here a transition joint bay will be dug and then reinstated to ground level. Construction will be planned to avoid closures of the beach and coastal path.

Biodiversity

Baseline ecological surveys, collecting data on protected species (fauna and flora) ernithology habitats and watercourses undertaken; the findings to be published in the
Ela report. All habitats subject to temporary disturbance during construction, will be reinstated following the completion of construction and mitigation proposals include
enhancements to existing habitats to increase local biodiversity.

Private Water
Supplies (PWS)

PWS within 250 m of excavations reguired for the final design will be identified in consultation with Aberdeenshire Council and a detailed risk assessment underiaken
seeking to avoid impacts on supplies in line with SEPA guidance. Should a significant impact on a PWS be confirmed, an alternative source of water will be provided. The
Contractor will be required to prepare a supply-specific monitering plan and mitigation strategy in communication with affected landowners. At PPP stage properties with 1
km search area have been included in an initial screening.

Flood Risk

The substation will be designed to avoid increasing flood risk. The EIA fully considers hydrology and flood risk for each phase of the onshore infrastructure i.e. construction,
operation and decommissioning. Future changes resulting from climate changes have been factored inte the flood risk assessment and an Outline Drainage Management
Plan has been produced.

Potential WWII
Aircraft Remains
and Associated
Contamination

The nearest reported crash site is a Royal Mawy Air Service (RMNAS) Swordfish Torpedo Bomber (Serial No. P4031) reported as flying into Hill of Trusta (outside the Cultural
Heritage Study Area) during the night of the 14 September 1942, No WWII aircraft remains have been identified within the Cultural Heritage Study Area for the proposed
development. If previously unknown WWI| aircraft remains are identified these would be protected under the Protection of Military Remains Act 1986. Should any such
remains be identified additional consultation with the Ministry of Defence and Aberdeenshire Council would be undertaken, and a licence would be required from the Joint
Casualty and Compassionate Centre before any disturbance of the remains could be undertaken. Where possible, any such remains would be aveided through design and /
or micrositing of associated elements of the Proposed Development. If required a detailed remediation strategy for any associated contamination would also be submitted to
and approved by Aberdeenshire Council and SEPA prior to works commencing.

P Bowdun THISTLE
A Offshore Wind Farm WIND

PARTNERS
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Annex J: Poster advertising the PAC Events

THISTLE WIND
PARTNERS

We would like to invite you to formal Pre-Application Consultation
events for the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm (onshore
infrastructure).

We are presenting information regarding the planning application
for the onshore infrastructure for public feedback prior to the
submission of an application to Aberdeenshire Council for
Planning Permission in Principle.

Thursday 21 August 2025, Johnshaven Village Hall 2pm-7pm
Friday 22 August 2025, Drumlithie Bowling Club 2pm-7pm

Thursday 2 October 2025, Johnshaven Village Hall 2pm-7pm
Friday 3 October 2025, Drumlithie Bowling Club 2pm-7pm

[m] e [

For more information, or to email your feedback, please get in touch with our
Stakeholder Engagement Manager, Kirsty MacAulay at k. macaulay@twp.scot

Bowdun
f Offshore X @TWPSCOt
Wind Farm
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Annex: K Visualisations
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